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and the Methodist Mission

This is a picture of our second historical church taken from a contemporary
print. Mike, our warden, continues with the next part of the fascinating history
of our church including a few pictures to go with it on pages 32 to 35.
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Recommended donation

Prayer for growth
O God who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, commitment to you,
and in service to our local community,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Coffee Morning Plus

on the first Saturday every month
10am to 2pm

Pop in to St Peter’s for refreshments and a chat.
Bring your friends and family. We have a cake stall
and usually a bookstall outside, weather permitting.

The next ones: Sat 1 June and 6 July
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YOUR CONTACTS
Huddersfield Parish Church
Registered Charity No 1134839

Byram Street, Huddersfield HD1 1BU
Telephone: 01484 427 964
E-Mail: huddspc@btconnect.com
Website: www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org
The Vicar:
Associate Priest:
Curate
Wardens:

The Rev Canon Simon Moor
Rev Janet Sargent
Rev Carol Hawkins
Alan Eastwood
Mike Bembridge
Treasurer:
Anne John
Gift Aid Officer:
Peter Chadwick
Organist:
Stephen Smith
Choral Director:
Richard Quarmby
Church Administrator: Paula Yeadon
01484 427 964
Magazine Editor:
Peter Chadwick
Website Manager:
Graeme Blackwell

Huddersfield Methodist Mission
Registered Charity Number: 1129144

3-13 Lord Street, Huddersfield HD1 1QA
Deacon Gill Atkinson-Heck

Huddersfield Mission
Registered Charity Number: 1156590

3-13 Lord Street, Huddersfield HD1 1QA
Tel: 01484 421 461
E-mail: info@huddersfieldmission.org.uk
Website: www.huddersfieldmission.org.uk
www.facebook.com/huddersfieldmission.org.uk
Mission Manager: paul.Bridges@huddersfieldmission.org.uk
Room Bookings: nicky.doyle@huddersfieldmission.org.uk
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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR
You may see a different version of our magazine during the
interregnum. Simon provided quite a lot of input for it so with him
going I will probably have to reduce the number of pages by four.
Also we have lost a few of our advertisers recently so we need to
go out touting for more if we want it to pay for itself.
Simon’s last service is on Sunday 2nd June when we are having a
Bring & Share lunch. These have always been a success in the
past, so join in, bring some grub and enjoy the occasion.
Our CCTV security system has been upgraded to enable our
silverware to be on display in the new reception display cabinets.
Also on display will be the Queen’s Maundy Money given to Vivien
Gill to remember her by.
The members of the choir continue to give their recitals in the
church over the Summer and Autumn months. These are
scheduled in the poster on page 11. Remember entrance is free
and refreshments provided.
The Spring Fayre is to be held on Saturday 15th June and we are
hoping for another pop-up shop in town in September.
Peter Chadwick

Situations Vacant
A few of you already know that I will be standing down at the next AGM
(next year) from my two rolls within the church.
The first is as Editor of the church magazine. I have enjoyed doing this
work but it is now time for the younger generation to take it on. The
second one is as the Gift Aid Officer. This needs familiarisation with the
Donations Coordinator software which does most of the hard work for
us.
If anyone is interested in taking on either of these jobs, come and see me
or any church official.
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Simon Says

The Day of Pentecost tells of remarkable transformations in the
lives of Jesus’ friends and disciples. This change was in sharp
contrast to their lives 50 days earlier. The Gospel accounts are not
flattering about their humanity. At Christ’s arrest and trial, all
forsook Him and fled. Peter, who avowed he would always stand
by Jesus, cursed and swore - even denying he knew Him.
Yet within the span of seven weeks, by Pentecost, we see a
transformation in the disciples’ courage. They now speak openly to
large crowds, declaring Jesus was resurrected from the dead. They
boldly confront the civil and religious authorities. They defy orders
and threats that they will be imprisoned if they continue to speak
about Jesus (Acts 4:18-23). They courageously face beatings and
death threats for preaching Christ (Acts 5:17-33).
Seven weeks earlier they denied they even knew Him. Now nothing
can stop them from openly publicizing what they know to be true.
These men will devote the rest of their lives to the daily
transformation made possible by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Peter’s boldness on the Feast of Pentecost stands out. At the

5

temple he addresses a large crowd, of which 3,000 later become
disciples of Jesus. They are in Jerusalem to observe the Feast of
Pentecost as commanded by God (Lev 23:15-16). Peter tells them
they know about Jesus and what had happened seven weeks
earlier at the Passover (Acts 2:22-24). Peter fearlessly tells them
they are the ones who had crucified Jesus.
The reaction of the crowd is significant. There is no denial, outcry
or attempt to stone Peter for this outrageous charge. They perhaps
sense a personal involvement. They know of the events
surrounding the arrest, trial and crucifixion of Christ. They know
that many, perhaps even some standing there listening to Peter,
had shouted for Christ’s blood. They’d heard of the strange events
that had taken place at the time, darkness over the land as Jesus
was being crucified, people resurrected from their graves and
walking the streets of Jerusalem, an earthquake and the veil in the
temple being torn from top to bottom. Peter now challenges them to
change their lives and make decisions that will affect their futures.

The crowd asks what they should do. Peter replies they should
repent and be baptised. That is how they will receive the only
power that can truly transform a human life - God’s Holy Spirit.
Before He left His disciples, Jesus promised He would send
another “Comforter” in His place - the Holy Spirit (John 14:26, King
James Version). This power from God is what makes possible the
transformation of a human life. It’s the power that can change
ordinary men from ordinary walks of life.
To be holy is to be different, and first fruits don’t apologize for being
different in a world.
This power starts inner changes to this frightened band of disciples
who had been ready to throw away everything and flee. These
adult men, who had failed miserably just 50 days before, are now,
by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, changing into dynamic
leaders for the Church.
Well that’s all well and good for those who knew and lived through
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the resurrection; I know I would respond after such events. Yet the
same dynamic power is at work today. Faith in the God of the
present begins when we recognise the Pentecostal significance;
His Spirit working in those who ask and receive this ‘Comforter’.
Yet the most unnerving thing is this ‘Comforter’ brings the
possibility of change in the most breath-taking ways. Why,
fishermen became great teachers and evangelists for their faith in
Jesus. Common earthy folk became Apostles, meaning ‘sent’.
Would you be prepared to accept such a charge?
Remember the Day of Pentecost tells of remarkable
transformations in the lives of Jesus’ friends and disciples. We too
may be touched. Ask for the Holy Spirit’s presence. Jesus’ life,
death and rising suggests such closeness of God is always on
offer.
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AND FINALLY!
“O thou who changest not - abide with me”
The world always seems to be in flux. Even in the church we are
called to change. You will often hear the call to repentance,
particularly at Advent and during Lent. Indeed, our own personal
faith journeys are at their essence change centred as we move
closer to Christ. Being human though, it is what we find we resist
most in our lives. “Why should I change?” We think change is for
other people.
Change can often be a painful process. Have you ever wondered
why the pastoral offices of the church are aligned with birth,
marriage and death? Points of change are momentous times that
benefit from a pastoral encounter before God. We often seek God
in these events.
But then of course there is a part of Christian theology that
recognises that God is unchanging. Strangely, this expression
means that God exists in every possible experience so as to make
change redundant. So, as we move within change and within God’s
sphere, we need not fear. This one “who changest not” comes
alongside us in our changing and calms our fears and makes
known his stability. This is the focus of the incarnation of Jesus –
that God is with us.
I must say that life for me is in flux at the moment. As I write this we
are preparing for my daughter’s wedding and then, close on its
heels, we then move house and home as I become Rector of
Bedale with Burrell, Leeming and Thornton Watlass.
I shall look back at my time in Huddersfield with fondness. The
challenges at St Peter’s were on one hand so different from my
previous experiences and yet on the level being alongside people
the same personal ministry that I have always found inspiring. In
this new change, for me and for Huddersfield Parish Church, there
is turmoil and uncertainty, but there will also be new challenges,
new relationships and new opportunities in the expressions for
God’s kingdom. Where will you find God ‘abiding’ in the future?
Simon
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NEWS FROM THE PCC
Interregnum. Clerical cover during the interregnum has been

sorted up until Christmas, mainly by Janet and Carol but we will be
seeing quite a few others taking the services including the Archdeacon.
Building Work. The bulk of the building work has been
completed. The panelling on the back of the wardens’ pews has
also been completed now but there are still a few odds and ends
still in progress eg painting the church doors and the carpeting of
the church. The wardens are to organise another church clean-up.
Silver Display. Now that we have a beautiful display cabinet as
part of the new reception area with toughened glass, it was
thought that we should display our silverware which is hidden at
present in the safe. As a result we have updated our CCTV system
to cover the reception area and also the Lady Chapel which has
not before been covered. Two more cameras and a new monitor in
the office have been installed. Also to be displayed will be the
Maundy money which was given to our late Vivien Gill by the
Queen.
Car Park. Now that we have received Planning Permission our
architect is to draw out more detailed plans for new car park on the
North side of the church and the associated works (eg drains) to
enable work to start.
Finance. The Finance Committee had not met before writing this
report so the main concern for the PCC is finding the funding for
the CCTV, painting and carpeting. The gift aid claim for the month
of April amounted to £1,213 so well done all you gift aiders.
Contactless Giving. The church is considering introducing
facilities for people wishing to give their donations using their
contactless credit or debit cards. See pages 12 and 13.
Social and Funding Events. The Summer Fayre is to take
place on Saturday 15th June; see page 21. The series of Saturday
concerts by members of the choir continues throughout the
Summer. See Pages 10 and 11. About 50 of us are going to
Bedale on Saturday 22 June, see page 10.
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Day out in Bedale
Saturday 22 June

A coach has been hired to take about 50 of us to Bedale to witness the
licensing of Rev Canon Simon Moor into his new job looking after three
churches in the Dales. This will be our final farewell to the family we
have all grown to love.
The itinerary for this trip is:
1
The coach sets off from Lord Street at 12.00 (noon)
2
We should arrive in Bedale at about 1.30pm.
3
We have free time until the service begins to use as we wish eg
walks, pub lunches, picnics etc.
4
The service begins at 7.00pm
5
The coach picks us up at 8.30pm to arrive back home at about
10.00pm.

Concerts in the church
The Saturday morning concerts by members of the choir are continuing
to showcase our very talented musicians within the church. The concerts
are presented on the second Saturday of each month at 11.30am and last
for approximately 45 minutes to an hour. They are free entry, but there is
a retiring collection which goes towards the work of the music
department. Refreshments are available for a while before each recital.
The next recital will be on Saturday 8th June, and will be given by
Roland Mander (voice). Elsewhere in the series we have more music for
voice, trombone and organ, including a recital by the organist Scott
Senogles, who is organist at the church of St Mary the Virgin, Mirfield.
In the evening following the summer fayre on Saturday 15th June, the
choir will be joined by Emley Brass Band, for a concert of vocal and
brass music. Further details of this event will come at a later date.
Richard Quarmby, Choral Director
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Contactless Giving
The Church of England has been trialling the use of card readers in
60 Anglican churches in 2017, with the aim to understand whether
parishes would be able to use these as payment solutions for
parish offices, provide a modern way for payments to be made
such as wedding fees and hall hire, and to understand the potential
for receiving donations outside of the offertory. There has been a
lot of positive and helpful feedback and a number of parishes in our
diocese have already purchased units and are also giving positive
feedback.
The PCC discussed the pros and cons of introducing contactless
giving at the last meeting following a brief presentation and
documentation by Alastair and Graeme resulting from their
research into the subject.
The use of credit and debit
cards are quickly replacing the
use of cash in our modern
society and it is felt that the
church needs to provide the
facilities for cashless donors to
give donations using these
cards. To facilitate contactless
payments, a terminal is
required. The donor sets the
amount he/she wishes to pay
and swipes his/her debit card at
the terminal. The machines
store the gift using WiFi.
A small transaction fee is
deducted for the system
operator before the donation is
received into our bank account.

Having considered the
equipment options and their
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operational procedures, the PCC has accepted the findings of this
research and are referring the following equipment to our finance
group for more detailed discussions on the financial aspects of the
system.
Goodbox Core. This is a counter top terminal which could be
installed in the West porch mainly for visitors to use as they enter
or leave the church. The terminal can be preset with three payment
choices eg £2, £5 or £10. The donor selects one then swipes his
card which is a very straight forward procedure. The cost is about
£400.
Hand held terminal. As its name implies this is a portable
device which works in conjunction with the mail terminal. Its main
use would be taking payment at our sales outlets such as the popup shop and the Christmas fair. It could possibly be used during the
normal church collections where reqired. The cost is small when
purchased at the same time as the Goodbox Core
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Parish Disability Representative
The Diocese of Leeds are keen to encourage each church to have
a “Parish Disability Representative” and I attended a training day
in January to find out what was involved and to feedback my
findings to the PCC.
In summary, I feel that as a church, we already have an open,
warm and welcoming approach that is inclusive, but there were a
few suggestions at the meeting which I found useful.
1.
Website – there should be information on accessibility clearly
displayed on our internet site. This has been done.
2.
Carry out a Review or Audit of our facilities to check how
inclusive they are and if there are ways to improve them. This
is being carried out and will be fed back to the Stewardship
group.
3.
“Guidelines for Stewards/Welcomers – becoming a
welcoming place for disabled people”. This information card
(see P15) is a handy guide to how we can be of help to
members of our congregation who have a disability. These
cards will be given to our sidespeople and hosts, but if you
would like one for reference, please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Jane Bembridge, Stewardship Group

Towards Eternity
This poem was written by Robert McLeod (15.4.1950 - 1.3.2019), a dear
friend of Mike and Jane. He wrote it when he knew he had terminal
cancer and it was read out at his funeral.

Jane

O Breathless Soul you've left us now
Upon the winds of time
Your Spirit lives, borne up aloft
To touch us from afar
And who would know, your tranquil love
May stroke us yet each day
Then wave and smile and make us laugh
To help us on our way.
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Disability Awareness Guide
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Yorkshire Jokes
Overheard in a Yorkshire café: “I hope t’new government won’t raise t’
standard o’ living any higher. I haven’t caught up wi’ t’owd ‘un yet.”
*****
“Can tha lend me a bob, George?”
“ Sorry, lad - I’ve nobbut a shilling as ah’ve lent out, but if tha can get it
back, tha can borrow it.”
“Who has it?”
“Tha ‘as.”
*****
Two ladies met after they had not seen each other for a long time. “Well,
fancy seein’ you,” said one, “whatever’ave yer bin doin’ wit’ yersen all
these weeks?” “Eh, me dear,” was the reply. “Ah’ve bin ivver so busy.
Ah’ve ‘ad all mi teeth out an’ a new grate put in!”
The Dalesman
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Injury claim experts with over 20 years
EXPERIENCE of recovering compensation for
the victims of accidents.
Road traffic accidents
Accidents at Work
Falls in a public place
We are fully QUALIFIED Solicitors who are
members of the Law Society and regulated by
the Solicitors Regulation Authority.
We are totally INDEPENDENT which means we
act solely upon your behalf and in your best interests to recover all the
compensation to which you are entitled with no deductions from your
damages.
We pride ourselves on being friendly and APPROACHABLE. You don’t
need an appointment, call into our office or telephone. Visit our website
for lots more information.

HW Solicitors
81 New Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2TW (opposite Primark).
Telephone number: 01484 518 356
Email: info@hwsolicitors.co.uk
Website: www.hwsolicitors.co.uk
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St PETER’S DIARY FOR
JUNE/JULY
JUNE
Sat 1
10:00am to 2.00pm Coffee gathering
Sun 2 Easter 7
8:00am Communion Rev Canon Simon Moor
10:00am Eucharist Rev Canon Simon Moor
12:00pm Bring and Share Lunch
2:00pm Choral Evensong Rev Canon Simon Moor
Wed 5
12:35pm Holy Communion
Sat 8
11.30am Saturday recital - Roland Mander (voice)
Sun 9 Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
8:00am Communion Rev Janet Sargent
10:00am Sung Eucharist Rev Janet Sargent
3:00pm Evensong Rev Carol Hawkins
Wed 12 12:35pm Holy Communion Janet Sargent preacher Rev
Carol Hawkins
7:30pm PCC Meeting

Sat 15 10.00am to 4.00pm
St Peter’s Summer Celebration
See Pages 20 and 21
Sat 15
6:30pm Choir & Emley brass band joint concert
Sun 16 Trinity Sunday
8:00am Communion Archdeacon Anne Dawtry
10:00am Sung Eucharist Archdeacon Anne Dawtry
3:00pm Choral Evensong
Wed 19 12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Christine Shedd
Sat 22
Outing to Bedale. See Page 10.
1:00pm Celebration of Us, see Page 23
Sun 23 Trinity 1
8:00am Communion Rev Janet Sargent
10:00am Sung Eucharist Rev Graham Wheatcroft
3:00pm Evensong
Wed 26 12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Janet Sargent
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Sat 29
7:30pm Philharmonic concert
Sun 30 Trinity 2 St Peter
8:00am Communion Celebrant Rev Janet Sargent,
preacher Rev Carol Hawkins
10:00am Sung Eucharist Celebrant Rev Janet Sargent
Preacher Rev Carol Hawkins
3:00pm Evensong Rev Carol Hawkins

JULY
Wed 3
Sat 6

12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Carol Hawkins
10:00am to 2.00pm Coffee
gathering
Sun 7 Trinity 3
8:00am Communion Rev Janet Sargent
10:00am Sung Eucharist Rev Kevin Partington
3:00pm Evensong Rev David Earl
Wed 10 12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Janet Sargent
Sat 13
11.30am Saturday recital - David Heathcote (voice)
Sun 14 Trinity 4
8:00am Communion Archdeacon Anne Dawtry
10:00am Sung Eucharist Archdeacon Anne Dawtry
3:00pm Evensong
Mon 15 7:30pm Stewardship meeting at the Bembridges
Wed 17 12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Christine Shedd
7:30pm PCC Meeting
Sun 21 Trinity 5
8:00am Communion Rev Carol Hawkins
10:00am Sung Eucharist Rev Stephen Henry
3:00pm Evensong Rev Carol Hawkins
Wed 24 12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Carol Hawkins
Sun 28 Trinity 6
8:00am Communion Rev Leslie Pinfield
10:00am Sung Eucharist Rev Janet Sargent
3:00pm Choral Evensong
Wed 31 12:35pm Holy Communion Rev Janet Sargent
Sat 3 August 10:00am to 2.00pm Coffee gather ing
Sun 4 August ** Next issue of the Network Magazine **
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SUMMER CELEBRATION
The full arrangements for the Summer Celebration are yet to be made so
consult the back of church leaflets and posters later for more details. It
will probably follow the same process as last year which was regarded
as a great success with the bouncy castle and the slide for the children
and food and beer for the grownups (see the poster on the opposite
page). Simon (our ex vicar) says he will be with us. (he can’t resist our
beer). There will be a joint concert after the event closes by the choir and
the Emley brass band.
This is going to be a big event for the church and we will need all the
help we can. Please check your diaries and come down to help for as
long as you can. Speak to the clergy or wardens if you’d like to be part
of this event. Weather permitting it should be great fun. Speaking of
weather, if the forecast is not good we will try to have as much as we
can, set up in the church building.

GLEN COPE
GARAGE DOORS
Suppliers and installers of all
types of garage doors

Automation – Repairs
Insurance work undertaken
All work guaranteed

53 Lower Well House, Golcar, Huddersfield. HD7 4ES

Telephone: (01484) 647650
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MAGAZINE/WEBSITE CONTRIBUTIONS
All contributions to the church magazine and the website are
welcome. The preferred method is by email, however any other
means will be just as acceptable:
Email 59chadwick@gmail.com
or for the website: Graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com
Or: huddspc@btconnect.com
PLEASE NOTE: Co ntr ibu tio ns please befo r e the 15th o f
the month before to guarantee publishing in the next issue of the
magazine.
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These flowers and the happy bee need colouring
Q: What wears glass slippers and weighs over 4,000 pounds?
A: Cinderellephant
Q: What was the elephant's favourite sport?
A: Squash
Q: How do you keep an elephant from charging?
A: You take away its credit cards!
Q: What's the best thing to do if an elephant sneezes?
A: Get out of its way!
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KIDS’
CORNER

PUZZLE PAGES
9
7
8

5

3 6

1 6
3 5

9

3

4

7 2

3

1

Sudoku

2
4 7
5

2

Another hard one for
you to get your teeth
into. Enjoy.

8

Try to fill in the missing
numbers
Use the numbers 1 through 16 to
complete the equations.
Each number is only used once.
Each row is a maths equation.
Work from left to right.
Each column is a maths equation.
Work from top to bottom.
Answers last issue
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No. 07

ACROSS
1 Thinly scattered (6)
4 Each one (6)
8 Precise (5)
9 Side by side (7)
10 News (7)
11 Sheep noise (5)
12 Remiss (9)
17 Reside (5)
19 Circus performer (7)
21 Draw back (7)
22 Hit (5)
23 Scarcity (6)
24 Card game for four
players (6)
DOWN
1 Afternoon rest (6)
2 Forsake (7)
3 Lucifer (5)
5 Short moral story (7)
6 Wipe out (5)
7 Extensive landed
property (6)
9 Attacker (9)
13 Chivalrous, dashing (7)
14 Size of popular
newspaper (7)
15 Revered (6)
16 A sculptor's work (6)
18 Minor actor in crowd
scenes (5)
20 Happen again (5)

QUICK CROSSWORD

Answers to previous crossword
Across: 1 Lukewarm. 6 Cot. 9 Otter. 10 Aintree.
11 Glimpse. 13 Equip. 14 Dreary. 15 Vulgar. 19 Taboo.
21 Amnesia. 22 Matinee. 23 Avail. 24 Den. 25 Long-stop.
Down: 2 Untwine. 3 Err. 4 Amazed. 5 Mannequin.
6 Corfu. 7 Tie up. 8 Forged. 12 Personnel. 16 Gestapo.
17 Really. 18 Tavern. 19 Timid. 20 Baton. 23 Ass.

E

S
C

WORD WHEEL

F

How many words can you make

I

from the letters in the wheel? Each
word must contain the hub letter.
Can you find a 9-letter word and at

E

least 10 other words of four letters
or more avoiding proper nouns?

27

R
E

A

Highfield
FUNERAL SERVICE

WEST CROFT, TRINITY STREET, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 4DT

FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR OVER 150 YEARS
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS ARRANGED

24 HOUR SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL FUNERAL HOME
CATERING FACILITIES

HUDDERSFIELD (01484) 428243
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MAGAZINE
ADVERTISING
Our Church Magazine, is
published every 2 months. It
is also published on our
website:
www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org

If you would like to advertise
in it then contact us by
email:
59chadwick@gmail.com
Or through the parish office:
Phone 0148 442 7964.
Email:
huddspc@btconnect.com
Our price for 12 months
of advertising (6 inserts)
Full page
Half page
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£45.00
£30.00

Huddersfield Parish Prayer Cycle
Below is a prayer cycle, the left hand column for the streets, the activity and the people
within the parish boundaries, whilst the right hand column are the street names of
parishioners who are on the electoral role as well as addresses of friends, relatives and
concerns. Please use each column during the two months of this magazine - there are 31
entries in each columns (one per day), please use the extras in the shorter months.
.

PARISH STREETS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

New North Parade
New North Road
New Street
Northgate
Northumberland Street
Old Fieldhouse Lane
Old Leeds Road
Old South Street
Oldgate
Oxford Street
Pack Horse Centre
Page Street
Peel Street
Pine Street
Portland Street
Primitive Street
Princess Alexandra Walk
Princess Street
Quay Street
Queen Street
Queen Street South
Queen Tap Yard
Queens Square
Queensgate
Railway Street
Ramsden Street
Ray Street
Red Doles Lane
Red Doles Road
Rice Street
Richardson Square

CHURCH ROLE AND CONCERNS
Evergreen Way YO8
Featherstall Road OL1
Field Road WF13
Firth Street HD1
Firthmoor Crescent DL1
Fixby Road HD2
Fox Royd HD8
Gernhill Ave HD2
Glanville Place NE11
Glentworth Avenue CV6
Glisedale Ave HD2
Gowdal Way DN14
Gower Road E7
Grasscroft Road HD1
Green Crescent HD7
Half House Lane HD6
Halifax Old Road HD2
Halifax Road HD6
Hallcross Road HD5
Hawthorne Close HD8
Heatherfield Crescent HD1
Heatherfield Road HD1
High Street HD1
Highgate Avenue HD8
Hollyfield Avenue HD3
Holywell Green HX5
Hopton Avenue WF14
Inglemere Gardens LA5
James Street HD7
James Turner Street HD7
Jepson Lane HX5
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Golcar Independent Funeral Directors Ltd
51 Leymoor Road HD3 4SW Tel; 01484 644650
For Funerals of Quality and Distinction
Private Chapel of Rest 24 Hour service 365 Days
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
~~
Our memories build a special bridge
When loved ones have to part,
To help us feel were with them still,
And soothe a grieving heart,
They span the years and warm our lives,
Preserving ties that bind,
Our memories build a special bridge,
And bring us peace of mind.
Emily Mathews

Jennie Coxon Funeral Director

31

Registered in England No. 07379355

The Second Parish Church (1503 to 1835)

This is the second article in the series detailing the heritage of our church.

During the years 1503-1506 the church was rebuilt in the “Perpendicular
“style. It seems reasonable to believe that the first edifice was not entirely
demolished, and that the Chancel and the two side chapels were retained.
The Nave and Tower were pulled down and a larger Chancel and two
transepts were added. A tower was added or the previous one enlarged.
The building was consecrated by John Hatton in 1503. He was appointed
Auxiliary Bishop of London and Titular Bishop of Negroponte in 1502.
The Parish Church had at least two chantry chapels possibly at some
distance from the church. Masses would have been said here for the dead,
before the Reformation. It is believed one such chapel existed at Bay Hall
in Birkby, Huddersfield.
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It seems that this Second church was altered in the 18th
century or possibly earlier. The Southern Transept was
raised when galleries were placed in Anglican Churches
and the upper windows in the transepts were of that era.
The lower windows date from the Tudor period when the
church was enlarged. The entrance to the church was on the
south side and there was a door into a vestry, adjacent to
the Nave, also on the south side. The tower was
battlemented; at each corner there were finials and a
weather vane surmounted the structure.
Inside, the roof of the Chancel was flat, divided into
compartments with oak beams. The roof of the Nave was
supported by octagonal columns which divided the church
into aisles, similar to those in the present building. The
pews were of the high backed style and the pulpit was a
triple decker specimen. The organ was situated at the west
end of the church and was installed in 1811 at the same
time as the church was re-pewed. The instrument was
described by Sir Stephen Glynne (see below) as “a good
organ”, showing that the people of Huddersfield were very
musically inclined and demanded a good instrument in
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their sacred fane.
Shortly after its demolition in 1835, Sir Stephen Glynne of Hawarden
Castle, brother of Mrs William Ewart Gladstone, visited Huddersfield and
wrote a description of the second Church which was published in the
Yorkshire Archaeological Society Journal (Vol 13).
The Church has been lately rebuilt. It had been very much altered at
different times and never could have been a fine structure. The original
features were chiefly coarse perpendicular. It comprised a West Tower, a
Nave and Chancel each with wide aisles. The Nave was divided from each
aisle by four wide pointed arches springing from slender octagonal
columns which had rope moulding in the capitols.
Above them was a small clerestory of square-headed windows. The
windows were for the most part Square-headed, except some in the
Chancel, the eastern of six lights, but all of an ordinary and coarse
character. On the North side of the Nave, there are two tiers of windows
as at Bolton.
The South side has been considerably enlarged and a new wall built in a
poor style. The Cancel had two pointed arches on each side; the piers
octagonal, having square flowers in the capitols. The Vestry on the south
side of the Chancel appeared modern and the font a plain octagonal.
Pews and galleries in abundance and a good organ. The lower part of the
Tower is perpendicular, the rest modern.
Despite this poor review, the church was well attended and supported by
the people within the Parish, which covered a huge area. The peak was in
the mid to late 18th century during the ministry of the Revd Henry Venn.
Venn was born in 1725 to the Revd Richard Venn, Rector of St Antolin’s
Church in the City of London and Maria Ann Isabella Beatrix. He was
educated at various schools run by priests until 1742 when at the age of 17
he was admitted at St John’s College, Cambridge. He won a scholarship
that year and removed to Jesus College where he remained for 7 years. He
obtained his BA in 1745 and MA in 1749. He was ordained Deacon in
1747 and Priest in 1749. In 1749 he moved to Queen’s College as a
Lecturer in Geometry and Greek until 1757, when he married Eling,
daughter of the Revd Thomas Bishop DD.
In 1754 he accepted the curacy of Clapham (his second curacy) where he
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remained for 5 years. Sir John Ramsden offered Venn the vicarage of
Huddersfield, even though he had never met him, but on account of
having heard good accounts of him. Venn was “grieved at the obstinate
rejection of the Gospel during five years by almost all the rich” in
Clapham he “determined to remove to Huddersfield” even though his
income was reduced by more than a half.
At the time, Huddersfield was a moorland village with a small scattered
population estimated at about 5000, some living in the houses
congregated around the Parish Church and near the River Colne, other
sections of the population lived in houses dotted all over the township,
plus people attending the church from the hamlets constituting the Parish.
John Wesley visited Huddersfield in 1757 and wrote in his Journal:
I rode over the mountains to Huddersfield, a wilder people I never saw in
England. The men, women and children filled the streets as we rode
along and seemed just ready to devour us.
However, when Venn began to preach, the Church became so crowded
that many were not able to obtain admission. Many flocked from the
distant hamlets, asking what they had to do to be saved. Many changes
took place in the town as a result of Venn’s preaching. His health was not
good (he suffered from Tuberculosis) and he preached his farewell
sermon in 1771. The new vicar did not
share Venn’s views and the
congregation split into three groups
after Venn had left: Loyal church
people who stayed at St Peter’s,
Methodists who subsequently erected
the first Methodist Chapel (old Bank
Chapel) and the Independents at
Highfield Chapel.
Sadly, by 1835, the second Church was
in a terribly dilapidated state that
drastic measures were needed and the
Present church was begun and
consecrated in 1836.
The next article will detail the origins of
the present building: watch this space.
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How do like our new logo? Simple but effective.
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