Huddersfield Parish Church
The Church in the heart of the town

Network Magazine
Aug/Sep 2019

The bouncy castle and slide was a great attraction at our Spring fayre this
year. Outside we had our usual book stall and raffle while inside there was
our cake stall, lottery and several stalls with bargains galore from other
worthy charities. But best of all there were bacon butties and a bar.
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Prayer for growth
O God who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, commitment to you,
and in service to our local community,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Coffee Morning Plus

on the first Saturday every month
10am to 2pm

Pop in to St Peter’s for refreshments and a chat.
Bring your friends and family. We have a cake stall
and usually a bookstall outside, weather permitting.

The next ones: Sat 3 Aug and 7 Sept
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YOUR CONTACTS
Huddersfield Parish Church
Registered Charity No 1134839

Byram Street, Huddersfield HD1 1BU
Telephone: 01484 427 964
E-Mail: huddspc@btconnect.com
Website: www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org
The Vicar:
Associate Priest:
Curate
Wardens:

Vacancy
Rev Janet Sargent
Rev Carol Hawkins
Alan Eastwood
Mike Bembridge
Treasurer:
Anne John
Gift Aid Officer:
Peter Chadwick
Organist:
Stephen Smith
Choral Director:
Richard Quarmby
Church Administrator:
Paula Yeadon
01484 427 964
Magazine Editor:
Peter Chadwick
Website Manager:
Graeme Blackwell
Pastoral Care:
Sandy Kenworthy
Health & Safety:
Alastair Maclean
Electoral Roll:
Alastair Maclean
Child/Adult Safeguarding: Alan Eastw ood
Head Server:
Graeme Blackwell

MAGAZINE/WEBSITE CONTRIBUTIONS

All contributions to the church magazine and the website are
welcome. The preferred method is by email, however any other
means will be just as acceptable:
For the magazine, email 59chadwick@gmail.com
For the website: graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com
Or contact the office at huddspc@btconnect.com
PLEASE NOTE: Co ntr ibu tio ns please befo r e the 15th o f
the month before to guarantee publishing in the next issue of the
magazine.
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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR
We have made a few small changes to our magazine this time. If you
have any comments to make or even suggestions, please let me know
as this is your magazine.
Occasionally we have too many magazines left over at the end of the
two month period. So, instead of throwing them away or ordering fewer,
can we encourage you to give them to your family or friends. You don’t
need to pay for these especially if they are going to sick or housebound
people.
We have two more advertisers supporting our church so we have to
support them, as with all our advertisers, in return. These are Yorkshire
Blinds in Marsh (Page 30) and Armitage Cleaning (Page 10).
We all enjoyed our day out in Bedale to say final farewells to Simon and
his family. Many thanks to the Bedale locals for their hospitality. See
Pages 14 and 15.
My thanks to Ian Kilburn for his donation to our magazine costs.
The members of the choir continue to give their recitals in the church
over the Summer and Autumn months. See Page17 and 21.
Heritage Open Days at the church starts on Sunday 15 September for 8
days. See Page 23.

Peter Chadwick

Situations Vacant
We now have a ‘volunteer’ to take over as the new editor of the church
magazine. Graeme Blackwell is currently helping out producing the
church brochure and other documentation for our vicar vacancy and
when this is completed I will be handing over the reins to him. Graeme is
already doing the church website so it seems a logical step to take over
the magazine as well.
We are still looking for someone to take on the roll of Gift Aid Officer.
This needs familiarisation with the Donations Coordinator software
which does most of the hard work for us and is not difficult to learn.
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Janet’s Jottings
“Summer time and the living is easy….”
That’s how the song goes and at this time of year our minds turn to taking
it easy or at least to having a change from the everyday routine. There’s
no doubt about it, it really does us good to see something different, and if
we are lucky enough to be able to go away for a few days to the sea or the
countryside, we come back refreshed and reinvigorated and ready for the
tasks ahead.
I knew an elderly lady in Cornwall, who was confined to one room in her
house. But she made a point of having a change in the summer. She had
different curtains at her window, and had some colourful posters pinned to
her walls and friends brought her summer flowers and seashells. She used
to say it was as good as a week by the sea for cheering her up.
So, what is it about having a change that does us so much good? Perhaps
it has something to do with being able to stand back from our everyday
problems and irritations and get things into perspective.
Sometimes, when we see the beauty of the mountains, the splendour of
the sea, the glory of a sunset or the sheer abundance of Nature, we catch a
glimpse of the glory of God through our appreciation of His creation. This
may make us humble and perhaps also move us to praise God and thank
Him for His many gifts.
Jesus understood all about this need to escape from routine. The Bible
tells us that He often withdrew to the hills or even to the wilderness when
He needed to do so. The times He spent with His Father and with His
friends were a source of joy, strength and comfort to Him.
Often, holidays are times when we take the chance to spend some
“quality” time with people we care about. In the rush of everyday life,
relationships can end up taking a backseat – not because we want them to
do so but simply because we think we don’t have the time. Holidays give
us the chance to rectify that.
We are also given a chance to spend some quality time with God. As
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Christians, most of us pray regularly. But it is also good just to spend
some time with God, being aware of His presence with you, chatting with
Him and listening to see if He has something to tell you.
Have a lovely time this summer whatever you are doing.
Best wishes,
Janet
The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.
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NEWS FROM THE PCC
Vacancy (Interregnum). Like the UK politics is now all about
Brexit, Brexit, Brexit well the church politics is all about Vacancy,
Vacancy, Vacancy. An outline of how we are going about it is
given on Page 9 following the Church of England procedures in
appointing a new priest.

Building Work. By the time you read this we (hopefully) will

have our new carpeting down. There is also to be a mat at the
church entrance with words of welcome on it which will absorb the
wet from our muddy boots.

Silver Display. Which of our silverware to be displayed in our
new reception is being selected and any insurance involved is
being sought.
Carpark. Nothing to report.

Finance. The Finance Committee had not met before writing this
report so the main concern for the PCC is finding the funding for
the CCTV, painting and carpeting. The gift aid claim for the month
of May/June amounted to £1,684 so well done all you gift aiders.

Contactless Giving. The PCC has in principle approved the

introduction of contactless giving and has referred the matter to the
Finance Committee for costing and further consideration of how
this can be implemented in our church.

Social and Funding Events. The Summer Fayre took place
on Saturday 15th June and as can be seen in the photos on the
cover pages, it was another great success raising nearly £1,300.
The series of Saturday concerts by members of the choir
continues throughout the Summer. See Pages 17 and 21. On
Saturday 22 June, about 60 of us went to Bedale for the day to
wish farewell to Simon. See the report on Page 14 and the group
photo on Page 15.
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REFUGEES ENJOY AN ACTIVE
DALES WEEKEND THANKS TO
VICAR'S CHARITY
Asylum seekers from Sudan,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Guinea,
Libya, Iraq, Kenya and
Afghanistan have enjoyed a
weekend of peace and
outdoor activity in the Dales,
including abseiling, thanks to a
charity run by our ex curate
Simon Crook and his wife Sam
who set up ACross Country in
2004. If you remember, we did
an article last year about
Simon and Sam setting up this
charity after returning from
three years at an adventure

farm in South Africa.

“We listened to people’s
stories, told and re-told as
the weekend progressed
with more detail and
different emphasis as we
moved together,” said
Simon, now vicar of St
John's Golcar and St Mark's
Longwood.
“Some of the stories were harrowing: torture, fear and abuse.
Some were hopeful: human spirit, faith and love. We saw
people grow taller and more able to relate to others,
continuing to heal from many wounds - both physical and
mental,” he said.
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Our Vacancy (Interregnum)
In accordance with the Church of England selection process in
appointing our next vicar, the PCC’s first job at the ‘Section 11’
meetings with the Arch Deacon, was to appoint two lay members to
act as our representatives and also to appoint a documentation
team to create our brochure and profile. Thus the following were
appointed:
1
2

Our representatives throughout the whole process are the two
wardens Mike and Alan.
The documentation team appointed comprises:

Mike and Alan to produce the Parish Brochure. This is
basically the sales brochure for the church highlighting
our good points.

Graeme and Alistair to produce the Parish Profile. This a
Church of England questionnaire covering all church
statistics, finance attendees etc, activities, aims and
achievements.

And with the help of the PCC and the congregation, a list
of attributes we would like the new priest to have.

Richard was roped in to format the publication for the
internet and Stephen for the proof reading of the
documentation.

These have now all been produced and by the time you read this
will have gone through a vetting process, with members of the
PCC, then the Arch Deacon. They were then presented at a
‘Section 12’ meeting for final scrutiny by the Arch Deacon and the
Bishop of Huddersfield on Friday 26 July. Discussions around the
documentation brought up a few areas that could be improved
though the documents were regarded as being very good. The
suggested amendments required resulting from this meeting have
to be carried out before they are signed off by the Bishop.
It was decided there was little point in advertising in August due to
it being the holiday period, so this is scheduled for September, with
interviews in October, appointment in November and licensing in
February.
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Based in Huddersfield with 25 years of
experience and all the best modern
equipment, we are specialists in the
quality cleaning of:
Carpets & upholstery
Delicate fabrics, Oriental rugs
Stain removal & prevention treatment
For more information visit our website at:
www.armitagecleaning.co.uk
Or, for expert friendly advice or for a free no obligation
quotation, contact us by:
Phone: 01484 547 098 or Email: info@armitagecleaning.co.uk

GLEN COPE
GARAGE DOORS
Suppliers and installers of all
types of garage doors
Automation – Repairs
Insurance work undertaken
All work guaranteed

53 Lower Well House, Golcar, Huddersfield. HD7 4ES

Telephone: (01484) 647650
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Huddersfield Parish Prayer Cycle
Below is a prayer cycle, the left hand column for the streets, the activity and the people
within the parish boundaries, whilst the right hand column are the street names of
parishioners who are on the electoral role as well as addresses of friends, relatives and
concerns. Please use each column during the two months of this magazine - there are 31
entries in each columns (one per day), please use the extras in the shorter months.
.

PARISH STREETS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Richmond Flats
Rifle Fields
Riverside Court
Robinson Street
Sand Street
Sands Terrace
Sergeantson Street
Southgate
Spring Street
Springbank Crescent
Springbank Road
Springwood Avenue
Springwood Square
Springwood Street
St Andrew’s Road
St George’s Square
St George’s Street
St Paul’s Street
St Peter’s Street
Stadium Way
Station Street
Temple Close
The Shambles
Thistle Street
Threadneedle Street
Town Avenue
Town Crescent
Town Place
Town Terrace
Trident Business Park
Trinity Street

CHURCH ROLE AND CONCERNS
Jim Lane HD1
Jos Lane HD8
Kennedy Avenue HD2
King Street HD3
Kirkby Close NG25
Kirkstone Avenue HD5
Kirkwood Drive HD3
Lady Lane HD5
Langford Road CW9
Langley Terrace HD3
Larch Road HD1
Laund Road HD3
Leeds Road HD1
Leeds Road HD2
Leymoor Road HD3
Lightridge Road HD2
Lincroft Avenue HD5
Link Road HD1
Lisburn Road BT6
Long Lane HD4
Long Tongue Scrog Lane HD5
Longcroft Street HD7
Longley HD5
Low Westwood Lane HD7
Lower Fitzwilliam Street HD1
Lowerhouses Lane HD5
Luck Lane HD1
Magdalen Road TN37
Main Street LN13
Malvern Road HD4
Manchester Road HD4
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Yorkshire Jokes
A North countryman and a South countryman were each boasting of their
own part of the country. Said the Londoner: “Well if you want to see the
cup final you have to come down South.”
“Aye,” replied the Yorkshire man. “And if tha’ wants to see t’cup after
t’cup final, tha’ve got to come up North.”
*****
A woman driver called at her local garage and asked for her dipstick to
be lengthened.
“Why?” asked the mechanic.
“Well,” she answered, “it doesn’t reach t’oil.”
*****
A Yorkshire man, walking in the middle of a country road, was obliged to
jump into the hedge bottom to avoid a car as it swept passed him.
“Road hog!” he bawled.
From the car floated back on the breeze: “Hedgehog!”
The Dalesman
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Injury claim experts with over 20 years
EXPERIENCE of recovering compensation for
the victims of accidents.
Road traffic accidents
Accidents at Work
Falls in a public place
We are fully QUALIFIED Solicitors who are
members of the Law Society and regulated by
the Solicitors Regulation Authority.
We are totally INDEPENDENT which means we
act solely upon your behalf and in your best interests to recover all the
compensation to which you are entitled with no deductions from your
damages.
We pride ourselves on being friendly and APPROACHABLE. You don’t
need an appointment, call into our office or telephone. Visit our website
for lots more information.

HW Solicitors
81 New Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2TW (opposite Primark).
Telephone number: 01484 518 356
Email: info@hwsolicitors.co.uk
Website: www.hwsolicitors.co.uk
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Our Day out in Bedale
Saturday 22 June

We had a wonderful day out in Bedale to witness the licensing of Rev
Canon Simon Moor into his new job looking after three churches in the
Dales. For once the weather was good to us with plenty of warm
sunshine.
A coach took about 50 of us to Bedale and another 10 or so joined us
later by which time we had sampled the local hostelries and had a
leisurely stroll around the village centre. As you can see in the photo
opposite (sorry you have to turn the page round) we spent a lovely
afternoon on the lawn of the vicarage in the sunshine. Some of us who
hadn’t indulged in a big meal before had a picnic.
The service began at 7.00pm and our large party did well to fill the
church. We thank the Bedale church regulars for their welcome and their
hospitality in providing light refreshments after the service. Actually we
received rather a nice compliment from one of them who said that our
church magazine was brilliant and said it was just what was needed
there. If you are reading this have a word with Simon because he can
show someone how to do it.
Afterwards the coach picked us up at 9.00pm and we arrived back home
at about 10.30pm and no one on the coach sang “the wheels on the
bus…” which had been threatened.
This was our final farewell to the family we have all grown to love and
we will miss them dearly although I am sure will see them again from
time to time. Our loss is Bedale’s gain and they have promised to look
after them for us.

A man said to his mate, “A few days ago I ordered a chicken and an egg
from Amazon on fast delivery.”
“Oh!” said his mate, “and which one came first?”

Thanks Derek
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Saying final goodbyes to Simon, our supporters club members in the
garden of the vicarage in Bedale. Photo taken by Stephen.
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One Year at Huddersfield Parish Church
(a Curate’s eye view)
I have been Curate at HPC for a whole year! It
doesn’t feel like it. It has gone by so quickly,
too quickly in some ways.
It has been a year of “firsts” as you can imagine.
First time “deaconing” at Holy Communion,
first time leading Evensong and first time using
BCP in a service, to name a few. I have also had
the privilege of being part of Confirmation
classes, baptising an adult, (not Baptised a child
yet), my first Baptism on my own unsupervised
in July was wonderful. Seeing the way the Holy
Spirit works in such a profound way is
something I will never forget.
I could not have been in a better place to serve my curacy. Considering
the fact that my Training Incumbent left when I was just 11 months into
curacy I have been extremely grateful for the support, love and
encouragement of my church family. It was discussed that once Simon
moved I might move too, so that I could be supervised more easily. I feel
very blessed that the decision was made to keep me here. After all I have
just got to know you all and I didn’t really relish getting to know a whole
new church family. In any case no one could match you.
Seriously though, this last year has been one of getting to know myself as
well as learning how Huddersfield Parish Church works, what make the
place tick.
I came from a very different churchmanship, much more informal. So
learning how a more Anglo-Catholic church “does church” has been
fascinating. I love the tradition of processing in and out of the service.
Reading the Gospel from the centre feels so right, it seems odd to not to
do so.
Being in a parish where the church building is open daily is very different
from anywhere else I have worshipped. I have met many people coming
into church for peace, to light a candle, to find shelter from the weather
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and so on. Some have been a challenge(!!) but the vast majority have been
really lovely. Simon M described this part of ministry as the “ministry of
loitering.” I think that describes exactly how it happens. Loitering in
church and simply saying hello leads to some wonderful conversations.
There is a phrase “we might not be rich but we don’t half see life”.
Sounds very like ministry at HPC to me. The rich tapestry of life certainly
goes on inside and outside of St Peter’s.
I am looking forward to spending more time loitering and seeing life, in
all its variety.
Carol (Curate)

Concerts in the church
The Saturday morning concerts by members of the choir are
continuing to showcase our very talented musicians within the
church. The concerts are presented on the second Saturday of
each month at 11.30am and last for approximately 45 minutes
to an hour. They are free entry, but there is a retiring
collection which goes towards the work of the music
department. Refreshments are available for a while before each
recital.
The next recital will be on Saturday 10th August, and will be
given by Verity Quarmby (voice). The next will be on
Saturday 14th September by Richard Quarmby on the organ.
See Page 21 for the full itinerary
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St PETER’S DIARY FOR
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
AUGUST
Sat 3

10.00am to 2pm Coffee Gathering
02.30pm “Serenata”

Sun 4

TRINITY 7
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion
11.30am Recital – Verity Quarmby (voice) (Page 21)

Wed 7
Sat 10
Sun 11

Wed 14
Sun 18

Wed 21
Sun 25

Wed 28

TRINITY 8
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion
TRINITY 9
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion
TRINITY 10
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion

SEPTEMBER
Sun 1

TRINITY 11
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
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Wed 4
Sat 7
Sun 8

Wed 11
Sat 14

03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion
10.00am to 2pm Coffee Gathering
TRINITY 12
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion
11.30am Recital – Richard Quarmby (organ). (Page 21)

Heritage Open Days
Starts Sunday 15 August for 8 days. See Page 23
Sun 15

Wed 18
Sun 22

TRINITY 13
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong
12.35pm Holy Communion
TRINITY 14
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist

NOTE: Evensong cancelled as we join other
churches at the Holy Trinity church celebration.
See Page 20
Wed 25

12.35pm Holy Communion

Sun 29

TRINITY 15
08.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist
03.00pm Evensong

Sun 6 October ** Next issue of the Network Magazine **
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#HT200

Join us to celebrate 200 years of worship at Holy Trinity!

Sunday September 22nd
Workshop - 3pm

Service - 4.30pm

Come and join with us to explore the origins of this service
and changing patterns of church worship. We’ll discover (or
rediscover!) how to sing Anglican chant and the beautiful
responses of the Book of Common Prayer before holding a
service of Evensong at 4.30pm. No previous musical experience is required! Refreshments served afterwards.
Although not sung at Holy Trinity for over 30 years, Evensong
was once a key element of our church's musical worship and
Holy Trinity was once renowned for its choral singing. This
event seeks to recognise our musical heritage and recreate
something of it to mark our birthday.
Booking for the workshop preferred (but not essential):
http://www.holytrinityhuddersfield.com/heritage-open-weekend-2019/
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Heritage Open Days at
Huddersfield Parish Church of St Peter
Huddersfield Parish Church, Byram Street, Huddersfield,
West Yorkshire, HD1 1BU

A Grade 2* Church building with several
interesting features. Hosted by parishioners with
some areas open that are not usually seen.
Also a Teddy Bear trail for children.
The Church will be open for 8 days (15-22 Sept) and hosted on those days
between 10am and 2pm. There are several interesting features including
an Elizabethan font, an early 20th century Baldachino, a fine Conacher
organ and several pieces of "Mouseman" Oak carvings.
The church has just completed a restoration project (Supported by the
HLF) and some of the stained glass is now to be seen as restored.
Heritage information will be available on boards round the church and
hosts will be able to open some additional areas of the building not
normally open. A children's trail is also available using Teddies to explain
parts of the church.

Opening Times

Sunday 15 September: 08.00-16.00
Monday 16 September: 10.00-14.00
Tuesday 17 September: 10.00-14.00
Wednesday 18 September: 10.00-14.00
Thursday 19 September: 10.00-14.00
Friday 20 September: 10.00-14.00
Saturday 21 September: 10.00-14.00
Sunday 22 September: 08.00-16.00
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MAGAZINE/WEBSITE CONTRIBUTIONS
All contributions to the church magazine and the website are
welcome. The preferred method is by email, however any other
means will be just as acceptable:
Email 59chadwick@gmail.com
or for the website: Graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com
Or: huddspc@btconnect.com
PLEASE NOTE: Co ntr ibu tio ns please befo r e the 15th o f
the month before to guarantee publishing in the next issue of the
magazine.
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These flowers look happy to be coloured
Q: What disease was the horse scared of getting?
A: Hay fever!
Q: How long should a horse's legs be?
A: Long enough to reach the ground
Q: Which side of the horse has the most hair?
A: The outside!
Q: What did the horse say when it fell?
A: I've fallen and I can't giddyup!
Q: Why did the pony have to gargle?
A: Because it was a little horse!
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KIDS’
CORNER

PUZZLE PAGES
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Sudoku

2

Summer’s not over
yet. Try this on
your sun bed.

2 3

1
5

1

4

x o
o
o
x
o

9 3

o

Kurosu

x
x
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Put an O or X into each
cell so that there are no
more than two consecutive Os or Xs in any
row or column and you
have the same number
of Os and Xs in each
row and column.

ACROSS
1 Smug (10)
7 Topmost point (8)
8 Cure (4)
9 Ten cent coin (4)
10 Making beer (7)
12 Amazed (11)
14 Cradle-song (7)
16 Hurt (4)
19 Expression of woe (4)
20 Extend (8)
21 Despise (4,4,2)
DOWN
1 Young person (5)
2 Lower limit (7)
3 Scottish lake (4)
4 Free from obscurity (5-3)
5 Not in any way (5)
6 Notified of a risk (6)
11 Ball from spin-bowler (8)
12 Twice the amount (6)
13 Ten-sided figure (7)
15 Lariat (5)
17 Devoured (5)
18 Game played on
horseback (4)

QUICK CROSSWORD

Answers to previous crossword
Across: 1 Sparse. 4 Apiece. 8 Exact. 9 Abreast. 10 Tidings.
11 Bleat. 12 Negligent. 17 Dwell. 19 Acrobat. 21 Retract.
22 Clout. 23 Dearth. 24 Bridge.
Down: 1 Siesta. 2 Abandon. 3 Satan. 5 Parable. 6 Erase.
7 Estate. 9 Assailant. 13 Gallant. 14 Tabloid. 15 Adored.
16 Statue. 18 Extra. 20 Recur.

B

U

WORD WHEEL

T

How many words can you make from

A

the letters in the wheel? Each word

T

must contain the hub letter. Can you
find a 9-letter word and at least 10
other words of four letters or more

M

avoiding proper nouns?
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Highfield
FUNERAL SERVICE

WEST CROFT, TRINITY STREET, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 4DT

FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR OVER 150 YEARS
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS ARRANGED

24 HOUR SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL FUNERAL HOME
CATERING FACILITIES

HUDDERSFIELD (01484) 428243
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MAGAZINE
ADVERTISING
Our Church Magazine, is
published every 2 months. It
is also published on our
website:
www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org

If you would like to advertise
in it then contact us by
email:
59chadwick@gmail.com
Or through the parish office:
Phone 0148 442 7964.
Email:
huddspc@btconnect.com
Our price for 12 months
of advertising (6 inserts)
Full page
Half page
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£45.00
£30.00

Yorkshire Blinds & curtains
has been supplying bespoke
made to measure, quality
products to local people just
like you for about 20 years.
We have 1000s of satisfied
customers in Huddersfield.
Our dedicated team are
happy to help.
Call us today to book a
measure appointment with
one of our team.
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Golcar Independent Funeral Directors Ltd
51 Leymoor Road HD3 4SW Tel; 01484 644650
For Funerals of Quality and Distinction
Private Chapel of Rest 24 Hour service 365 Days
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
~~
Our memories build a special bridge
When loved ones have to part,
To help us feel were with them still,
And soothe a grieving heart,
They span the years and warm our lives,
Preserving ties that bind,
Our memories build a special bridge,
And bring us peace of mind.
Emily Mathews

Jennie Coxon Funeral Director
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Registered in England No. 07379355

The Origins of the Present Parish Church
This is the third article in the series detailing the heritage of our
church.
The second church was in a very poor state by the end of the 18th century.
There were many representations made to the Vestry Meetings for repairs
to the fabric, but with little done, ultimately the present church was built
and consecrated in 1836.
Why wasn’t the second church looked after? These are possible contributing factors.
Firstly, after Venn had left, the next vicar, Harcar Crook, didn’t share
Venn’s approach and many of the congregation left. Some, the Congregationalists, built Highfield Chapel in 1773 and others, Methodists, built the
first chapel on the site of Buxton Road Methodist Church in 1775. This
was demolished when the roads at Chapel Hill were altered. Chapel
Street still exists in this area. The growth and appeal of these new churches resulted in hundreds of former parishioners leaving the Parish Church
and transferring their membership to these chapels. The costs of building
these chapels was helped by voluntary contributions. All of this resulted
in less money coming into the church coffers.
Secondly, the Parish was enormous compared to today. Those smaller
towns which were within the Parish, prior to 1818, that had their own
Chapels-at-Ease (Scammonden, Longwood and Slaithwaite) and those
who built Churches after 1818 such as Christ Church at Woodhouse
(1825), St Paul’s (1828), St John’s at Golcar (1829), All Saints at Paddock (1830) and St Stephen’s at Lindley (1830), felt that as they were
now supporting their own churches they no longer had an obligation towards the Mother Church, St Peter’s.
Thirdly, from 1750 onwards, Huddersfield had grown in importance as a
result of the effect of the Industrial Revolution on the woollen industry
and the fact that the Ramsdens had allowed much building on their land.
By 1832 Huddersfield was a well-ordered town, centred around the Parish Church. However, the working-class population were not attracted to
the “Toryism” of the Anglican vicars or the orthodox Weslyan Methodists and aligned themselves with the Independents and Baptists. Thus,
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Anglicanism was at a low both spiritually and financially, although all
householders did have to pay Church Rates (rates being the then equivalent of today’s council tax!).
Finally, the ground landlord, Sir John Ramsden, was an absent one and
he rarely visited Huddersfield. Despite this the Ramsdens were always
generous towards the Parish Church and the Baronet contributed significantly to the building of the third church.
Between 1818 and 1823 the Vestry Meeting minute books illustrate the
problems of the building and many entries dealt with the poor fabric of
the building culminating in 1830 with a note to thoroughly overhaul the
church. A local builder was commissioned to deal with the problem.
In a letter in 1830 he says “I have examined the church and with respect
to the roof there must be a new one. The rafters and principals are quite
decayed and rotten; it is certainly surprising to me that there has not been
some accident before this time. A new roof , together with other things
necessary to put the church into repair, would cost £780, but it would be

Photograph of the architect’s original drawing of the third parish church
By courtesy of the Huddersfield Examiner
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almost useless putting a new roof on to the present walls and pillars, they
are in such a bad state. There is not a straight, plumb wall about the building. I have seen nearly all the foundations bare both inside and out, and
they are in a really very bad way, being generally footed upon loose boulders. Several of the pillars are also not in the perpendicular and must be
taken down if the church is repaired”
This shocking report in 1831 compelled the Committee to get an architect
involved. Sometime before 1832 the services of Mr J. P. Pritchett, an architect from York, were secured and a comprehensive report on the structure was produced. Little was done until April 1834 when a Faculty from
the Eccesiastical Court of the Diocese was granted for re-building and restoring the Church. Some money was raised by voluntary subscription
along with some generous gifts. A Building Committee was set up, nothing new there then!
Much discussion took place as to what was to be done, between the vicar
and architect, with a tender price of £2200. However, the vicar expressed
regret that so much of the new church would be below ground level
(several feet at the West end). Pritchett suggested leaving the old floor as
the floor of a crypt and raising the whole building by 8 feet at a cost of
£230. The committee then thought further and asked if the Tower could
be raised too. A completely new Tower was chosen, at a height of 120
feet with pinnacles and buttresses, costing £1000, but as there was not a
free seat in the church it was thought to be a good opportunity to lengthen
the church by 30 feet westwards.
The total list of other improvements was as follows: Stone Communion
rails, a stone Pulpit, a Reading desk, remaking all the old pews, oak capping and book boards, two canopies over the black marble tables for the
Commandments, a new Vestry, hot water heating, enriching the ceiling, a
new illuminated clock, two additional bells, enlargement of the organ, a
painted East window remodelling the churchyard and crypts and lighting
the building with gas.
The last service in the second Parish Church was held on Sunday April
27th, 1834. The Preachers were the Revs John Gildersdale, John Pope and
the then vicar, Rev J. C. Franks. The work of demolishing the building
commenced on the next day April 28th, 1834. The “Leeds Mercury” had
the following extract on August 20th 1836: “It is fixed that the new parish
church for Huddersfield shall be opened for public worship in the last
week in October.” Also, in the same journal a report on October 22nd,
1836: “This beautiful structure, which has been rebuilt by voluntary sub-
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A photograph of the parish church which appeared on note paper in the year 1890

scriptions, is now nearly completed. The new erection is considerably
larger than the former and upwards of 30 pews are free and appropriated
to the use of the poor. This is the third erection on the same site. The late
church, consecrated in May 1506, and the erection previous to that about
400 years before. The Church will be opened for Divine Service on the
27th inst.”
The final costings were: Income of £8991 11s 11d and Payments of £8952
0s 9d, leaving the Treasurer with £39 11s 2d “profit”.
I think there are some similarities to today (though the numbers are much
greater!): It took an age to agree to the new building, plans were changed
and then it required a Faculty to allow the build to proceed. They had a
Building Committee, much larger than ours but they struggled to agree on
all the alterations. The differences are: we have benefited from several
generous grant awards, but they rebuilt the place in 2 years and it took us
6 months to replace a few stones and restore some windows! After all, the
Church was rebuilt and in the next article I’ll look at the present church in
more detail and how we have got to where we are today.
Mike Bembridge
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Some of our brave helpers at the Spring Fayre
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