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Prayer for Growth 

O God who alone brings growth to your Church, 
Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our actions and power to our witness. 

Help our church to grow in numbers, commitment to you, 
and in service to our local community, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Coffee Morning Plus 
on the first Saturday of every month  
10am to 2pm 
 
Pop in to St Peter’s for refreshments and a chat. 
Bring your friends and family. We have a cake 
stall and a bookstall outside, weather 
permitting. Next Dates: 7th Dec & 4th Jan. 
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YOUR CONTACTS 
 

Huddersfield Parish Church 
Registered Charity No 1134839 

 

Byram Street, Huddersfield HD1 1BU 
Telephone: 01484 427 964 

E-Mail: huddspc@btconnect.com 
Website: www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org 

 
Vicar:  Vacancy 
Associate Priest: Rev Janet Sargent 
Curate Rev Carol Hawkins 
Church Wardens: Alan Eastwood 
 Mike Bembridge 
Honorary Treasurer: Anne John 
Gift Aid Officer: Peter Chadwick 
Organist: Stephen Smith  
Choral Director: Richard Quarmby  
Magazine & Website Editor: Graeme Blackwell 
Pastoral Care: Stephen Smith 
Health & Safety: Alastair Maclean 
Electoral Roll: Alastair Maclean 
Safeguarding Officer:   Alan Eastwood  
Head Server: Graeme Blackwell 
Tower Captain: Huw Griffiths 

Magazine and Website Contributions 
Contributions for the magazine and website are very welcome. If you 
would like to submit something for publication please contact Magazine 
& Website Editor Graeme Blackwell: graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com 
 
Please submit your contributions by the 15th of the month before 
publication to guarantee their inclusion in Network Magazine. 
Submissions for the website can be made at any time. 
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A Word of Welcome 
 
Welcome to the new issue of Network Magazine! 
 
This edition contains all the information you’ll need about Huddersfield 
Parish Church during the seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, so 
keep it handy and share it with your friends and family! 
 
This issue is my first as Editor and I would like to take the opportunity to 
sincerely thank Peter and Sandra Chadwick for their dedicated service in 
editing and publishing the magazine over the past ten years. Doing so is 
no mean feat and no doubt I will need to ask Peter and Sandra for their 
input in the coming weeks until I have my feet more firmly under the 
proverbial desk. 
 
You’ll notice some cosmetic changes to the magazine this issue. Your 
feedback would be most welcome, as would your contributions and 
suggestions for articles and information you’d like to see in the future. 
Please do get in touch via e-mail or talk to me in church after a service if 
you’d like to submit anything. 
 
Elsewhere in the issue you’ll find heartfelt tributes to our deeply missed 
Parish Administrator Paula Yeadon, details of all our services and events 
during a busy Advent and Christmas season, news from the PCC, jokes 
and puzzles to keep your mind active and plenty more besides. 
 
I wish you all a peaceful and blessed Advent, Christmas and New Year. I 
look forward to celebrating with you and catching up with you again in 
the next issue of Network Magazine in February. 
 
Graeme Blackwell 
Magazine and Website Editor 
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GLEN COPE 
GARAGE DOORS 

 

Suppliers and installers of all 
types of garage doors 
 

Automation – Repairs 
 

Insurance work undertaken 
 

All work guaranteed 
 

 
53 Lower Well House, Golcar, Huddersfield. HD7 4ES 

Telephone: (01484) 647650 

 

 

Based in Huddersfield with 25 years of 

experience and all the best modern equipment, 

we are specialists in the quality cleaning of: 

Carpets & upholstery 

Delicate fabrics, Oriental rugs 

Stain removal & prevention treatment 

For more information visit our website at: 

www.armitagecleaning.co.uk 

Or, for expert friendly advice or for a free no obligation quotation, contact 

us by: 

Phone: 01484 547 098 or  Email: info@armitagecleaning.co.uk 
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View from the Churchwardens 

We had been managing the vacancy well; our visiting clergy have been 
varied, interesting and supportive: our church family has been on a 
steady journey since Simon left and we were looking forward to 
interviews. 
 
God challenges us all at times and right now we are having to cope with 
the huge void left by the passing of Paula and then the news that Janet is 
to have some time off. As wardens we are certainly feeling God’s 
challenge and it seems difficult at the present time to discern his 
purpose, though clearly there is one. 
 
Paula’s passing leaves a huge gap for her family, husband John and son 
Richard, and we hold them in our prayers. We hope they find some 
solace having visited the church several times over the last few weeks, 
and meeting some of the church family who hold Paula dear.  She also 
leaves a gap for the church. She has run the office for around 30 years 
having been appointed by Revd. Brian Maguire and by all accounts, 
enjoyed every minute of it.  Alan and I are trying to get to grips with the 
office workings and Anne is having to step into Paula’s financial shoes. 
We ask that you bear with us for the moment; we have had offers of help 
and we are trying to decide how these offers can be best used. 
 
Janet’s news has presented another challenge, though we are well on the 

way to having the services covered. There are a number of vacancies 

around the area and our retired clergy are in high demand, so it is not 

always easy to find a substitute.  We ask that you hold Janet in your 

prayers and that she feels better soon and is able to join us once more. 

Our other challenge is to find a new priest. We have had a conversation 

with the Bishop about the appointment and the decision has been taken 

to extend the closing date for another month.  
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We again ask for your prayers for potential candidates, that they and we 
can discern what is best for St Peter’s. 

 

We have had to change the emphasis of the first phase of the planned 
building project. The cost of the whole project was much more than we 
thought and it is clear that we are not going to be able to sell the car park 
to raise funds. The entrance, access stairs and lift plus improved toilet 
facilities are the most important phase and are, we think, subject to 
some grant monies, affordable, so we are going ahead with this work, 
albeit more slowly that we had hoped. 

 

These are our challenges, they are manageable with prayer and help 
from the church family, and we will come through this time stronger and 
in the end, we will see what God has planned for us.   

 

Finally, I’d like to finish on a positive note. Thanks to the hard work of 
many and beginning nearly 20 years ago, the fruits of our conservation 
work have been realised.  We were on the Heritage England “At Risk” 
register, however, with the publication of the 2019 version we are no 
longer on this list.  We are just noted on their register of listed buildings 
as 2*. Interestingly, our lych-gate archway on the south side and the 
lamp standard in the centre of St Peter’s Gardens are noted under a 
separate heading as grade 2 listed!  In addition to all of this we now 
appear on the “Explore Churches” website created by the National 
Churches Trust at https://www.explorechurches.org and they carry a 
short description of the church, a map and other details for people to 
come and visit our lovely building. 

 

We feel positive that as we come through this challenging period, we will 
see the benefits of prayer and hard work and will be in a great place to 
take the Church forward. 

 

Mike Bembridge & Alan Eastwood 

Churchwardens 

https://www.explorechurches.org
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A Tribute to Paula Yeadon 

It was a profound shock on the 
morning of the 8th October, 2019, 
to receive the news that Paula 
Yeadon had passed away very 
suddenly at home. She had held 
the post of Parish Administrator at 
HPC for well over twenty five years 
and whilst not generally well-
known to members of the 
congregation, she was held in the 
deepest regard by all the members 
of Staff at the Parish Church (the 
Clergy, the Wardens, the 
Musicians, the Caretaker) and 

everybody was greatly saddened that her life had ended so abruptly.   
 
It would only be stating the obvious to say that Paula really loved her 
job and she was the glue that kept us all united in our endeavours; her 
daily presence meant that the Parish Church Office was run with 
efficiency, attention to detail, care, humour, kindness and genuine 
consideration for the people with whom she was dealing (even those 
who presented challenging problems, which in a town centre parish 
church, were quite frequent). 
 

Paula was a very relaxed, happy and fulfilled person and she loved her 
leisure time with staff members at church, organising the staff 
Christmas lunch and a number of day trips to London for us all to 
enjoy. At home she was in her element when she was masterminding 
family holidays and not surprisingly, she was extremely well-travelled 
and visited Europe and Northern Ireland frequently. Her Christmas 
breaks were usually spent in various exotic resorts of the USA with 
Florida being a firm favourite. 
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She has visited the continent of South America and spent time in South 
Africa and the Victoria Falls area, enjoying exploring new places and 
attending any professional sport that was on offer. She also adored 
seeking out the indigenous wildlife which really fascinated her.  It 
would probably be fair to say that her favourite holiday destination 
recently was the Eastern coast of Australia which she and her husband, 
John, had visited four times and so she was always ready to offer 
expert guidance to anybody who was intending to visit the area at 
some future date. It did not come as a surprise that her funeral Order 
of Service booklet had a beautiful picture of her and a koala bear 
adorning its front cover. 

 
Watching Paula in the Office, it was quite astonishing how she made 
her work (book-keeping, preparing financial accounts, paying bills, 
answering the telephone, dealing with the general public, daily 
communication via e mail and the post, preparing service sheets and 
booklets etc.) look so easy.  She would have been thrilled that so many 
people attended her funeral, including the three previous incumbents 
and many other priests and deacons.  The fact that they wanted to be 
present shows in what high esteem she was held. 
 
Her loss will be very hard to bear but her name and her life’s work at 
the Parish Church will never be forgotten.  May our wonderful friend 
rest in peace and rise in glory!  Our sincerest condolences go to her 
family, particularly to John and Richard, her husband and son. It was a 
privilege to know her. 
 
Stephen Smith 
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Huddersfield Parish Prayer Cycle 
 
Below is a prayer cycle, the left hand column for the streets, the activity and 
the people within the parish boundaries, whilst the right hand column are the 
street names of parishioners who are on the electoral role as well as 
addresses of friends, relatives and concerns. Please use each column during 
the two months of this magazine. There are 31 entries in each column (one 
per day). Please use the extras in the shorter months. 

 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 

December 2019 
Barr Street 
Beast Market 
Beaumont Street 
Bradley Mills Lane 
Bradley Mills Road 
Broadway 
Brook Street 
Brooks Yard 
Brunswick Street 
Buxton Way 
Byram Arcade 
Byram Street 
Canal Street 
Canker Lane 
Carforth Street 
Castlegate 
Cecil Street 
Chancery Close 
Chancery Lane 
Chapel Hill 
Chapel Street 
Cherry Tree Centre 
Church Street 
Cloth Hall Street 
Colne Road 
Colne Street 
Commercial Street 
Corporation Street 
Croset Avenue 
Cross Church Street 
Cross Grove Street 

January 2020 
Richmond Court HD4 
Ritson Wharf CA1 
Runnymede Road NE16 
Rydal Drive HD5 
Scar House Lane HD7 
Scar Lane HD3  
Scar Lane HD7 
School Lane HD7 
Slade Lane HD6  
Smithy Lane HD5 
Somerset Road HD5 
Sorbus Way HD8 
South Shields NE34 
Southgate HX5 
Southway HD3  
Spar Bottom HD8 
Spinkfield Road HD2 
Springdale Avenue HD1 
Springwood HD1 
St Francis Gardens HD2 
St. Mary's Lane HD5  
Staindrop DL2 
Stancliffe Way HD5 
Station Road HD1 
Styvechale Avenue CV5 
Swann LaneWN2 
Talbot Avenue HD3  
The Clough HD8 
The Crest  HD2  
Threadneedle Street HD1 
Thropton NE65 

 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
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Follow The Star 2019 

Follow The Star is the Church of England’s 
series of reflections and activities for 
Christmas. It encourages you to experience 
the wonder and excitement of the Wise 
Men’s journey as they travel towards Jesus. 
 
In 2019 Follow The Star offers a brand new 
reflection for each of the twelve days 
between Christmas and Epiphany with a 
short Bible passage, a simple prayer and a 
challenge to think, reflect or act differently in 
our daily lives. 

Look out for the Follow The Star booklets arriving at the back of church 
and take one away with you to use for your own personal reflection 
and prayer. 
 
In addition to the printed booklet, many digital resources are also 
available, including: 
 

• A free Follow The Star app for your smartphone or tablet 
• The ability to sign-up for daily reflections sent straight to 

your e-mail inbox 
• A website that will feature new ideas for activities and 

reflections that you can use with your family during the 
season of Advent 

• Online videos to help you reflect and explore in the run-up 
to Christmas 

 
There’s plenty more information available via the Church of England’s 
official website. 
 
Take a look at: www.churchofengland.org/followthestar 
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Injury claim experts with over 20 years 
EXPERIENCE of recovering compensation for the 

victims of accidents. 
 
 Road traffic accidents 
  
 Accidents at Work 
 
 Falls in a public place 
 
 
We are fully QUALIFIED Solicitors who are 
members of the Law Society and regulated by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority.  

We are totally INDEPENDENT which means we act solely upon your 
behalf and in your best interests to recover all the compensation to 
which you are entitled with no deductions from your damages. 

We pride ourselves on being friendly and APPROACHABLE. You don’t 
need an appointment, call into our office or telephone. Visit our website 
for lots more information. 

 

HW Solicitors 
 
81 New Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2TW (opposite Primark). 
Telephone number: 01484 518 356 

 

Email: info@hwsolicitors.co.uk 
Website: www.hwsolicitors.co.uk 
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Diocese of Leeds Learning Portal 

If you’ve ever felt like you want to learn more about an aspect of your 
Christian faith, or a practical skill that will enable you to better help 
and be involved in your own Church community, then you may be 
interested to know that the Anglican Diocese of Leeds has it’s own 
learning portal. 
 
The portal gives both lay and ordained people access to courses, 
information and resources that help you to learn and grow in your 
faith and better serve people in your local context. 
 

The portal can be accessed via the internet at: 
www.learning.leeds.anglican.org 

 
You’ll need to register some basic details in order to create an 
account on the portal, but signing up is very simple and the wealth of 
information available very much worth a small amount of your time. 
 
On the next page you can see just a small selection of courses that 
you can register to attend in our diocese - most of them entirely free! 
 
If you would like more information about the portal or would like help 
registering your information in order to be able to access it, please 
have a word with Graeme Blackwell who will help you. 
 
We are fortunate to have a diocese that provides such a range of help 
and resources, so make the most of them where you can! 
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An Introduction to Theology 
Ever wondered what theology is and how to study it? Need some 
guidance on how to dig a bit deeper? Then this course may be for you. 
Dates: January - April 2020 Time: Wednesdays - 7pm to 9pm 
Location: Leeds Church Institute, 20 New Market St, LS1 6DG 
 
Reading in Church 
This course is designed to build confidence and skill in those who read 
or would like to read the Holy Scriptures in public worship. 
Dates: Various dates throughout the year Time: Various 
Location: Various locations throughout the diocese 
 
Working with Children and Young People 
This course is designed for people new to working with children and 
young people in a church context, or those who would like a refresher. 
Dates: March 2020 & June 2020 Time: Various times 
Location: St. John the Evangelist, Leeds, LS19 7XZ 
 
Centering Prayer: An Introductory Day 
A introduction to a receptive method of silent Christian prayer that 
prepares us to awaken to the gift of God’s presence. 
Date: 18th January, 2020 Time: 10am to 4pm 
Location: St. Mark’s Church, Harrogate. HG2 8JH 
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News from the PCC 

Interregnum (vacancy): Following our advertising the position of Vicar 
for the church, we were fortunate to receive several applications for 
the post. After much discussion with the area Bishop of Huddersfield 
and the Archdeacon, we are extending the application period with a 
view to holding interviews in late November. 
 
Parish Office: After some very careful consideration and reflection 
following Paula’s sudden passing, we have decided not to immediately 
try and recruit for a temporary position in the Parish Office. Many of 
the regular tasks have been delegated to members of the church and 
the Churchwardens will now take some time to consider how best to 
staff the office moving forward before making recommendations to 
the PCC. 
 
Building Development: We are thrilled to say that following many 
years of hard work, St. Peter’s has now been removed from the 
Heritage England Buildings at Risk Register. This puts us in the best 
possible place for the next phase of building development which is 
being planned at the moment - namely for improved access, better 
toilet facilities, a lift to the rooms in the crypt and modernised kitchen 
facilities. 
 
Sound System: We are aware that one of the microphones used by the 
clergy during services is faulty and that people using the hearing loop 
facility are experiencing a distracting buzzing sound. We are following 
this up as quickly as possible with a view to either making repairs or 
replacing the system and eliminating the distracting interference as 
soon as is practicable. 
 
If you have something that requires consideration by the PCC please 
have a word with a member prior to our next meeting. Thank you! 
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St. PETER’S DIARY FOR 
DECEMBER 2019 & JANUARY 2020 

 

DECEMBER 
 
Sun 1st 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Advent Carol Service 
 
Wed 4th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
  18:30pm Christmas Memorial Service 
 
Sat 7th 10:00am Christmas Coffee Morning Plus 
 
Sun 8th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  14:30pm Huddersfield Philharmonic Concert 
 
Wed 11th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
  13:00pm Town Carol Service 
 
Thu 12th 10:30am U3A Carol Service 
 
Sat 14th 11:30am Music Recital: Samantha Hopkins (Trombone) 
 
Sun 15th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
Wed 18th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
  19:30pm PCC 
 
Sun 22nd 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion and Nativity 
 
 
Tue 24th 23:30pm Midnight Mass 
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Wed 25th 10:00am Christmas Morning Holy Communion 
 
Sun 29th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Evensong 
 

JANUARY 
 
Sat 4th 10:00am Coffee Morning Plus 
 
Sun 5th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Epiphany Remembrance Service 
 
Wed 8th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
 
Sun 12th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Choral Evensong 
 
Wed 15th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
  19:30pm PCC 
 
Sun 19th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
 
Wed 22nd 12:30pm Holy Communion 
 
Thu 23rd 10:00am Pastoral Care Committee Meeting 
 
Fri 24th 07:30pm Quiz Night with Burns Supper 
 
Sun 26th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Evensong 
 
Wed 29th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
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Altar Servers - The Ministry of Assistance 

'God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.’ 
1 Corinthians 12.28 
 
The ministry of Servers is the ministry of assistance, a real ministry and 
one without which other ministries can find it difficult to be fully 
effective. The church values those who give themselves as servers at 
the altar. 
 
The serving team here at Huddersfield Parish Church is a small, highly 
dedicated and very friendly bunch. We consider it a real privilege to be 
able to serve the people of Huddersfield during our worship at St. 
Peter’s and rejoice in each other’s support and fellowship. 
 
If you’ve ever felt that you would like to know more about altar service 
or think that you might like to be a part of the team of Altar Servers at 
Huddersfield Parish Church, don’t be shy! We’d love to welcome new 
members to the team, so tap us on the shoulder (though perhaps not 
during the middle of a service!) and say hello. 
 
Graeme Blackwell 
Head Server 
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New Arrivals 

It’s a joy to hear of the safe arrival of new members of the St. Peter’s 
church family. Say hello and give a warm welcome to... 

Freya Debbie Maclean - born on the 20th October weighing 4.85lbs. 
Freya surprised everyone by arriving six weeks early, but she, Mum 
and Dad are all well! 
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A Curate’s Eye View 

Here we are still waiting for our new Vicar. Thankfully by the time you read 
this he/she will likely have been appointed, if not actually in post. 
 
This time of year is rather busy, partly because of St Peter’s position of Civic 
Church, a number of other organisations use the church to hold various types 
of carol services.  It’s certainly good experience for a curate!  
 
December marks my second Christmas here at HPC. It has been a rather 
unusual curacy so far, in lots of ways.  Working alongside so many different 
people, clergy in services and lovely folk who have been in the office keeping 
things going.  In the time since we lost our lovely Paula I think a number of us 
have learnt new skills or developed ones that had been a bit out of practise. 
  
One of the things I love (and there are many) about HPC is that we are 
properly, “Open, Warm and Welcoming”. Even 4-legged people are welcome 
here, as Joey and Rooney would tell you. Joey is Sharron’s gorgeous 
greyhound, he often comes to Wednesday Communion with Sharron and 
Margaret.  He is an active member of the congregation, joining in with the 
responses in his own unique way. Which has been a bit of a surprise to some 
of our visiting clergy! 
 
The other 4-legged one is slightly small than Joey, Rooney is a Jack Russell 
who come with his human to light a candle, most days.  He rather likes our 
new doormat at the entrance. He often rubs his head on it if he has got wet, 
Rooney does not like getting wet. 
 
Joey and Rooney are absolute characters. Unique. That to me sums up our 
“other congregation”, those who come in to light a candle, sit in the peace, 
warm up or dry off. Each is unique, a character in their own way. I find it 
interesting, if at times a little challenging. 
 
Unique is a word I love, as all of us are indeed unique yet the same. All made 
in God’s image, which can conjure a vision of God as a tall, short, small, large, 
grey-haired, brown-haired, red head with blue, green, brown eyes.  



23 

 

 

But I suspect however we imagine God to look, the reality is nothing like we 
think. A little like the person we speak to on the phone or via email and we 
have a picture of how they look, then we meet them in person and the reality 
is very different. 
 
As we come towards the end of 2019, so many changes from this time last 
year. Some good, some not so.  We look forward to another year which will 
bring changes. I am always thankful that God does not give us knowledge of 
what’s to come.  
  
One thing I do have to say to you all is another big THANK YOU. Your support 

and encouragement is absolutely wonderful.  I know that I can depend on 

honesty, if something I do isn’t right, I know I will be told, not in a negative 

way, but in a way based on love, the love that Christ tells us to share with 

each other.  “By that they will know that you are my disciples”. 

Carol x 
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Notes from the Choir Vestry 

One of the most famous and well-loved services of the year takes place 
around the world leading up to Christmas.  The service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, most famously broadcast on the BBC and around the world from 
King’s College, Cambridge, is presented in many churches and cathedrals 
around the world in the days leading up to Christmas.  The pattern of lessons 
and carols, beginning with Once in Royal David’s City sung by a solo treble, is 
familiar to millions of people, but not as many know where and how the 
service originated and how it developed. 
 
The service was first presented in a temporary wooden pro-Cathedral in 
Truro at the behest of the then Bishop of Truro, Edward White Benson.  He 
was concerned at the excessive consumption of alcohol in Cornish pubs 
during the festive season and was searching for a way of attracting the 
revellers out of the pubs and into the Cathedral.  Thus, the service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols was born.  It uses a specially selected pattern of lessons, 
beginning with the fall of man in Genesis, moving through the promise of a 
Messiah in Isaiah, and then telling the Christmas story through texts selected 
from the gospels.  Bishop Benson’s design for the service structure was that 
the lessons would be read in an ascending order of seniority, beginning with 
a chorister and ending with a Bishop. 
 
In modern times, the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is undoubtably most 

famous from its use at King’s College.  The service was introduced to Kings by 

the then Dean, Eric Milner-White, a former army chaplain, and the first 

service in Kings was held on Christmas Eve, 1918.  The service, albeit altered 

from Benson’s original format proved very successful, and became the 

annual tradition we recognise now.  Through the twentieth century, only six 

Directors of Music have presided over the service: Arthur Henry Mann, Boris 

Ord, Harold Darke (who was Boris Ord’s substitute during World War II), Sir 

David Willcocks, Sir Philip Ledger and Sir Stephen Cleobury.  Daniel Hyde, 

recently appointed Director of Music from St Thomas’, Fifth Avenue in New 

York will direct his first service of Nine Lessons and Carols this December. The 

service has been broadcast by the BBC since 1928, and worldwide on the 

world service since the 1930s, bringing it to a huge audience worldwide. 
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The music within the King’s service is a mix of the traditional and modern.  
The opening with Once in Royal David’s City has been a fixture since the first 
King’s carol service in 1919.  The first verse is sung solo by a boy treble, and 
to avoid him becoming unduly stressed before the service the chorister is not 
told that he will be singing the solo until immediately before the service.  
Within the service itself, there is a mixture of congregational hymns, choir 
carols and anthems.  In recent times much music has been commissioned 
especially for the service.  Since 1982 Stephen Cleobury has commissioned 
carol on behalf of Kings College for the chapel for each service, from 
composers such as John Rutter, Judith Weir, Harrison Birtwistle, Jonathan 
Dove and John Tavener. 
 
Whilst the Nine Lessons and Carols service at Huddersfield Parish Church is 

not quite such a grand affair as that at King’s, Cambridge, there will still be 

plenty of good music to listen to, and some familiar carols for everyone to 

enjoy.  We hope that you will be able to join us on Sunday 15th December at 

3pm. 

Richard Quarmby 
Choral Director 
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Jokes and Puzzles 

Q: Who is the greatest financier in the Bible? 
A: Pharoah’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and found 
a little Prophet. 
 
Q: Who is the most intelligent man in the Bible? 
A: Abraham. He knew a Lot. 
 
Q: When was the first tennis match in the Bible? 
A: When Joseph served in Pharoah’s Court. 
 
Q: How can we tell if Peter was a rich fisherman? 
A: By his net income. 
 
Q: Where was Solomon’s temple? 
A: On the side of his head. 

Here are the answers to our 
previous Quick Crossword puzzle! 

Biblical Riddles 
 

 
Q: Jesus said that when we stand 
praying, we must first…. what? 
 
A:__________________________ 
 
Q: I was lost when Jesus told 
them a parable about their need 
to pray always and not to faint. 
What am I? 

A:__________________________ 
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Highfield 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
 
 

WEST CROFT, TRINITY STREET, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 4DT 
 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR OVER 150 YEARS 
 
 
 

 
 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
 

RESIDENTIAL FUNERAL HOME 
 

CATERING FACILITIES 
 
 

HUDDERSFIELD (01484) 428243 

FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS ARRANGED 
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MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
 

Network Magazine 
is published every 2 months.  

 
It is also published on our 

website:  
 

www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org  

 
If you would like to advertise in 

it then contact: 
graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com 

 
Or the parish office: 

T: 01484 427 964 
E: huddspc@btconnect.com 

 
Our price for 12 months of 

advertising (6 inserts)  
 

Full page   £45.00 
Half page   £30.00 



30 

 

 

 

Yorkshire Blinds & curtains has 

been supplying bespoke made to 

measure, quality products to 

local people just like you for 

about 20 years. We have 1000s 

of satisfied customers in 

Huddersfield. Our dedicated 

team are happy to help. 

 

Call us today to book a measure 

appointment with one of our 

team. 
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Golcar Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 
51 Leymoor Road HD3 4SW Tel; 01484 644650 
 

For Funerals of Quality and Distinction 
Private Chapel of Rest  24 Hour service 365 Days 

 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans         
     ~ ~ 
Our memories build a special bridge 
When loved ones have to part, 
To help us feel were with them still, 
And soothe a grieving heart, 
They span the years and warm our lives, 
Preserving ties that bind,   
Our memories build a special bridge, 
And bring us peace of mind. 

Emily Mathews 
 

                                                                                            

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jennie Coxon Funeral Director Registered in England No. 07379355 
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The Origins of Huddersfield Parish Church 

Part 4 of our series of articles by Mike Bembridge detailing the history and 
heritage of Huddersfield Parish Church 
 
The present building was “opened for Divine Service” on 27th October 1836, and 
in 1839 the Leeds Mercury reported “The new building (HPC) which is now in a 
state of forwardness, will reflect great credit on the taste and enterprise of the 
projectors and be an ornament to the town”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Within a short period of time (by 1857) significant decay had begun. The 
notable local builder, Joseph Kaye, had not been used for the rebuild. His works 
included the Railway Station, the Royal Infirmary, Holy Trinity, All Saints at 
Paddock, St Stephen’s in Lindley, St John the Baptist at Bay Hall and the George 
Hotel, which are all in a fine state today. St Peter’s engaged a builder from York, 
Mr W. Exley who used poor quality sandstone and the blocks were not laid 
correctly and so began to disintegrate. By 1860 the crypt arches under the 
Pulpit were dangerous and had to be propped with wood. The cost to restore 
the crypt roof was £175 12s. 0d, but it was deemed too expensive and only in 
1866 was an architect employed to report on the fabric of the church was 
anything considered, and even then, only the most pressing items were carried 
out. 
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It is clear from what I have read that significant amounts of wood and stone was 

salvaged from the previous edifices and that our present church has elements 

of Norman, Tudor, Georgian and present-day workmanship in stone masonry 

and woodwork within its body. The bench ends of the choir stalls and gallery 

oak panels are almost certainly salvaged from the 1506 building. 

I want to mention some of the chief features of the third building prior to 1867. 

1. The Organ and Choir Stalls were placed at the West End of the 

church. The organ was made by Mr. Gray in 1812. The Parratts, 

father and then son, played this for 92 years. 

2. The Painted East Window. This was executed by Messers Ward and 

Dixon in 1837. It is described as two tiers of five lights. In the lower 

five, the centre pane is the Agony in the Garden of Gethsamane 

with the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, two on 

each side. These five panes are now restored and on show in the 

long room on the South balcony. The upper five panes showed the 

Ascension in the centre, with the figures of Moses and Aaron in the 

outside lights and St Peter and St Paul in the two inside. A dove 

representing the Holy Spirit is then above. Unfortunately these 

upper five panes were destroyed when the present window was 

placed in 1923. 

3. The Font. This was discovered lying in the churchyard in 1811 and 

the ER was thought initially to have referred to Edward the 6th, but 

they refer to Elizabeth 1st and has the coat of arms, France and 

England quarterly embossed on it and is dated 1570. The centre 

shield of this is represented very crudely on the font.The font was 

place in the second church in1815 and eventually placed at the 

West end of the South Transept in the present building. The cover 

for the font is by Joseph Brooke and dates from 1638. 
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4. The Gallery sides. The Royal Coat of Arms and the oak panelling 

with the grotesque figures and representatives of Christian and 

mystical symbolism were used to form three sides of the gallery. 

There are several representations of “foliate heads” or “green 

men” within the panelling. 

5. There were several memorial windows on the South side. The 

following remain as some were removed. 

In 1859 improvements took place in the churchyard. In February the new 
gateway on the South side of the church was moved nearer to the church to 
allow for Kirkgate to be widened. The gateway was built from a design by H 
Butterfield, the architect of St John’s Church at Bay Hall. The churchyard was 
also reduced slightly in size and the bodies affected were re-buried in the 
Huddersfield cemetery. 
 
The original organ which had been place in the second church in 1812 was 

moved to the present building but by 1865 was found not to be working 

satisfactorily. The wardens and seat-holders gave the work of repairing it to a 

Mr Hunton, but they were so dissatisfied with his working that in 1965 they 

paid him off and discharged him from any further work on the instrument. The 

old organ was in a bad condition and a new one specified by the then organist 

Henry Parratt. Tenders were sought, including one from Messrs R Conacher of 

Huddersfield. Conachers agreed to a fee of £470 if they had the old organ in 

exchange. In 1866 Conachers had exhibited a new instrument at York and been 

awarded a prize medal. They said at the time it was the best instrument they 

had ever made. It was bought for £570, again the old one being in part 

exchange. It was agreed that the new organ be placed on the ground floor on 

the North side of the Chancel and that the choir stalls be placed near the organ. 

The stained glass window in the West Balcony  was placed instead of a plain 

window previously hidden by the organ. This window is in memory of Samuel 

Oakes and some of his family and was placed in 1876. This new organ remained 

in the church until 1908. 

The summer of 1873 saw more improvements. The old, exclusive square pews 

were removed and replaced with open pews which we still sit on, 146 years 

later! The present pulpit replaced the old triple-decker version at this time. 
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It was presented by William Laycock, of the firm Messrs Laycock, Dyson and 
Laycock and was carved by Mr Joseph Shaw. The brass Lectern was donated by 
Mr Alfred Robinson in 1873. The screen work in the transepts was executed by 
Joseph Shaw and the woodwork of the galleries was re-cleaned and restored. 
The carvings on the gallery fronts, which were salvaged from the second 
church, were renovated too. Heating pipes were put in place and the wood 
flooring replaced with the present tiles laid by a Mr James Taylor. The church  
re-opened on Sunday August 10th 1873. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new Altar and Reredos was put in place in 1894, but it obscured the lower five 
panes of the East window. These were taken out and placed in frames in the 
South balcony with identical tracery and are the windows we have had restored 
earlier this year. They depict Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane and the four 
Apostles as described earlier.  A new electric lighting system was put in place 
and the church decorated and cleaned. 
 
In the next article I will detail further changes which will take us into the realm 
of living memory and it would be lovely to be able to incorporate some details 
of this in the final article. If anyone has snippets which people might find 
interesting the could they let me have them as a word document and I will try 
to tie them together.  
 

Mike Bembridge 

Churchwarden 
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Congratulations to Natasha and Andrew 
married  here at Huddersfield Parish Church on October 12th! 


