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Prayer for Growth 

O God who alone brings growth to your Church, 
Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our actions and power to our witness. 

Help our church to grow in numbers, commitment to you, 
and in service to our local community, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Coffee Morning Plus 
on the first Saturday of every month  
10am to 2pm 
 
Pop in to St Peter’s for refreshments and a chat. 
Bring your friends and family. We have a cake 
stall and a book stall outside, weather 
permitting. Next Dates: 1st Feb & 7th March 
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YOUR CONTACTS 
 

Huddersfield Parish Church 
Registered Charity No 1134839 

 

Byram Street, Huddersfield HD1 1BU 
Telephone: 01484 427 964 

E-Mail: huddspc@btconnect.com 
Website: www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org 

 
Vicar:  Vacancy 
Associate Priest: Rev Janet Sargent 
Curate Rev Carol Hawkins 
Churchwardens: Alan Eastwood 
 Mike Bembridge 
Honorary Treasurer: Anne John 
Gift Aid Officer: Peter Chadwick 
Organist: Stephen Smith  
Choral Director: Richard Quarmby  
Magazine & Website Editor: Graeme Blackwell 
Pastoral Care: Stephen Smith 
Health & Safety: Alastair Maclean 
Electoral Roll: Alastair Maclean 
Safeguarding Officer:   Alan Eastwood  
Head Server: Graeme Blackwell 
Bell Tower Contact: Huw Griffiths 

Magazine and Website Contributions 
Contributions for the magazine and website are very welcome. If you 
would like to submit something for publication please contact Magazine 
& Website Editor Graeme Blackwell: graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com 
 
Please submit your contributions by the 15th of the month before 
publication to guarantee their inclusion in Network Magazine. 
Submissions for the website can be made at any time. 
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A Word of Welcome 
 
Welcome to the February/March issue of Network! 
 
In this issue you’ll find everything you need to know about our services, 
events and activities over the next two months including the season of 
Lent.  
 
Following the success of the ‘Follow The Star’ resources that we all 
shared during Christmas, this year we’ll be participating in a similar way 
in the Church of England’s ‘Live Lent’ campaign which will be focusing on 
our care as Christians for God’s creation. Find out more on Page 12. 
 
On page 6 you can read more about the Reverend Canon Rachel Firth 
who has been appointed as our new vicar. After a long period of hard 
work and waiting during our vacancy, it somehow seemed appropriate 
that Rachel’s appointment was announced just as we entered the 
season of Advent, the time of year when Christians watch and wait with 
great hope. I have no doubt that you will extend a warm St. Peter’s 
welcome to Rachel when she joins us formally in April. 
 
Elsewhere we look ahead to another exciting programme of music 
recitals in 2020 following success during their inaugural year in 2019. 
You can find all the details of the recitalists and their repertoire from 
page 14. 
 
As ever, if you would like to contribute to Network or have any other 
feedback about the magazine that you would like to share, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch. 
 
I wish you all grace and peace in the coming weeks as we approach the 
most holy time of the Christian year. 
 
Graeme Blackwell 
Magazine and Website Editor 
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The Bishop’s Development Fund 
 
Thanks to a generous grant from the Bishop’s Development Fund we 
have been able to purchase premium 3ft and 5ft ramps for use around St. 
Peter’s. 
 
The ramps mean that wheelchair users and those with reduced mobility 
will be able to access all levels of our building with much greater ease, 
which is great news. It means everyone will be able to access our 
meeting rooms in the crypt as well as The Keys Restaurant and Coffee 
House. 
 
The Bishop's Development Fund is a charity to help Anglican churches 
within the Huddersfield and Wakefield Episcopal areas of the Diocese of 
Leeds to develop mission initiatives. 
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The Revered Canon Rachel Firth 

In the busy period ahead of Christmas you may have missed the news 
that Huddersfield Parish Church has a new vicar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revd Canon Rachel Firth, currently at Lindley parish and Area Dean of 
Huddersfield, is to take on the high profile role. 
 
Born and raised in West Yorkshire, Rachel grew up in Mirfield and was 
educated in Wakefield. 
 
She will continue in her role as Area Dean for Huddersfield and said 
she relished the joys and challenges ahead: 
 
“I’m delighted to be appointed as the next vicar of St Peter’s,” Revd 
Rachel said. 
 
“After a couple of years working abroad in my late teens I came back 
to Huddersfield to do my first degree. That was based in the St Peter’s 
building just across the park from the Parish Church. 
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“I don’t know if you’d call that a sign of things to come, but I loved my 
time as a student here and have always loved the town,” said Revd 
Rachel, who is married to Simon and has three children. 
 

“I’m looking forward to building relationships across the town with all 

sectors and sharing in the vision of how this wonderful historic and living 

church can serve the town and the area. 

“I will of course be sad to leave lovely Lindley (as we all call it!).” 
 
Bishop of Huddersfield, the Rt Revd Jonathan Gibbs, welcomed the 
appointment: 
 
“Rachel has her roots in the Huddersfield area and has done a fantastic 
job as vicar of Lindley over the last eight years, building up the church 
and engaging especially with schools, children and young people. 
 
“In addition, she has earned the support and respect of her colleagues as 
Area Dean of Huddersfield, helping to care for and support the other 
clergy in and around the town. 
 
“Over the last year, Rachel has acted as Bishop’s Community 
Engagement Officer for Kirklees, working on my behalf with Kirklees 
Council and voluntary sector groups, and demonstrating her 
commitment to the church’s role in serving the wider community. 
 
“Rachel will bring energy, creativity and commitment to the role of vicar 
at St Peter’s Parish Church at a time of major change and development in 
the town centre. 
 
“Her appointment is excellent news for the Church and for the 
community in Huddersfield,” Bishop Jonathan said. 
 
Rachel will be installed as Vicar of St. Peter’s on the 3rd of April 2020 and 

details of the service will be shared in due course. 
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GLEN COPE 
GARAGE DOORS 

 

Suppliers and installers of all 
types of garage doors 
 

Automation – Repairs 
 

Insurance work undertaken 
 

All work guaranteed 
 

 
53 Lower Well House, Golcar, Huddersfield. HD7 4ES 

Telephone: (01484) 647650 

 

 
Based in Huddersfield with 25 years of 

experience and all the best modern equipment, 
we are specialists in the quality cleaning of: 

Carpets & upholstery 
Delicate fabrics, Oriental rugs 

Stain removal & prevention treatment 

For more information visit our website at: 
www.armitagecleaning.co.uk 

Or, for expert friendly advice or for a free no obligation quotation, contact 
us by: 

Phone: 01484 547 098 or  Email: info@armitagecleaning.co.uk 



9 

 

 

Huddersfield Parish Prayer Cycle 
 
Below is a prayer cycle, the left hand column for the streets, the activity and 
the people within the parish boundaries, whilst the right hand column are the 
street names of parishioners who are on the electoral role as well as 
addresses of friends, relatives and concerns. Please use each column during 
the two months of this magazine. There are 31 entries in each column (one 
per day). Please use the extras in the shorter months. 

 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 

February 2020 
Crowther Street 
Dale Street 
Day Street 
Diamond Street 
Dundas Street 
Emerald Street 
Fern Street East 
Fieldhouse Road 
Firth Street 
Fitzwilliam Street 
Fox Street 
Friendly Street 
Galloway Street 
Gasworks Street 
George Street 
Great Northern Street 
Greenhead Road 
Grove Road 
Half Moon Street 
Henry Street 
High Street 
Hillhouse Lane 
Ibbotson Flats 
Imperial Arcade 
John William Street 
King Street 
Kings Bridge Road 
Kirkgate 
Knight Street 
Learoyd Street 
Leeds Road 

March 2020 
Thurgury Gate HD8 
Town Avenue HD1 
Towngate House HX5  
Trevelyan Street HD5  
Trinity Street HD1 
Union Road WF1 
Vicarage Road HD3 
Warrenside HD2 
West Close HD2 
Wharfedale Road S75 
Willwood Avenue HD3  
Winget Street HD4 
Wood Lane HD1 
Woodbottom Lane HD6 
Woodland Avenue HD8 
Woodstock Road S75 
Adel Towers Court LS16 
Alder Street HD2  
Aldergate Grove OL6 
Aldonley HD5 
Almondbury Bank HD5  
Armitage Road HD3 
Ashenhurst HD1 
Ashes Lane HD4 
Ashfield Road HD2  
Back Stoney Lane HD4 
Balroy Court NE12 
Bath Street HD5 
Bay Hall Common Road HD1  
Beech Street HD1 
Belgate Road HD2 

 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
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Do Coincidences Happen? 

A few weeks ago two Chinese students from the University turned up at 
church with several thousand pounds worth of video recording 
equipment. They were media studies students and had seen the article in 
the Examiner about our plans for the building that have been submitted 
to the planning department. Their aim was to make a video to report the 
background to this story as part of their course. I was in the office and 
Jane, who was busy in church, fetched me to speak to them. They 
recorded me speaking about the project and took pictures of our plans, 
our scruffy kitchen, the cockloft where the stairs will be reinstated and 
the crypt area where the stairs and lift will be situated. They had never 
been in a church before and were astonished at the beauty of the 
building and were delighted they had managed to get the information 
and material they needed. Serendipitous that they’d found Jane and that 
I was around to explain the plans. 

On the Friday before the January coffee gathering Jane and I had set up 
the tables and were about to close the main doors when one of our 
congregation was passing. We stopped to chat for a few moments, but 
an elderly lady passed us and went into church. As we returned inside, 
she asked if we had anything to do with the church. I admitted to being 
one of the churchwardens, so she said she’d come to ask about the plans 
for the building and in particular, the moving of the memorial in St. 
Peter’s Gardens. She was the great, great, great granddaughter of Joseph 
Kaye whose memorial it is. She and her cousin, another of his 
descendants, had been worried about the plans and what they had 
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read in the paper. 
 
Jane and I had a long conversation with her, showing the plans and 
taking her outside to see where the memorial was to be moved to. She 
was delighted to find that the memorial was moving to a more 
prominent site and said she would reassure her cousin.  In addition, she 
said she would lend the church a book she had on Joseph Kaye for us to 
use to add to the building’s story. Although Kaye did not build the 
church, he was married in it, and was interred upon his death at St. 
Peter’s. Again, a conversation that could have been missed had we not 
delayed locking up for a couple of minutes.  
 
The next day, at the end of the coffee gathering, some more students 
appeared, again with camera equipment, to photograph and see the 
inside of the building. They did their work as we were finishing tidying. 
Again, being delayed closing up, another couple came into church to look 
at the building. As the students left, complimenting the interior and 
atmosphere, the couple, who turned out to be retired medics, were 
asking about our damaged Tryptich. The lady asked whether restoration 
had been considered. She then went on to say that her brother was an 
artist and restorer of paintings, and that she would ask him about doing 
this work for us. She took photos to show him and our e-mail address to 
get back to us. Another fortuitous conversation. 
 
Members of the hosting team will recognise these stories and will have 
had conversations along similar lines themselves with various people 
who come into the building for whatever reason. It is amazing to see that 
our conversations touch many people along the way.  
 
These “coincidences” perhaps aren’t really and are the workings of God 
through the Holy Spirit. The results of these conversations will be 
interesting to discern.  William Temple said “When I pray, coincidences 
happen, and when I don’t, they don’t”.  
 
Mike Bembridge, Churchwarden. 
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Live Lent 2020 

‘Live Lent: Care for God’s Creation’ is the 2020 Lent campaign from the 
Church of England. 
 
With weekly themes shaped around the first Genesis account of 
creation, it explores the urgent need for humans to value and 
protect the abundance God has created. This year’s #LiveLent 
challenge offers 40 short reflections and suggested actions to help 
you, your family and your church live in greater harmony with God, 
neighbour and nature. 

It has been inspired and informed by the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
2020 Lent Book, Saying Yes to Life by Ruth Valerio (SPCK). 
 
Lots of resources will be available for you including: 
 

• A booklet with daily readings, reflections and actions for 
adults 

• An accompanying booklet for children and their families 
including daily activities to do together 

• An app for your smartphone and digital devices bringing 
you prayers and reflections every day during Lent 

 
Look out for the booklets arriving at the back of church very soon! 
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Injury claim experts with over 20 years 
EXPERIENCE of recovering compensation for the 

victims of accidents. 
 
 Road traffic accidents 
  
 Accidents at Work 
 
 Falls in a public place 
 
 
We are fully QUALIFIED Solicitors who are 
members of the Law Society and regulated by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority.  

We are totally INDEPENDENT which means we 
act solely upon your behalf and in your best in-
terests to recover all the compensation to which you are entitled with no 
deductions from your damages. 

We pride ourselves on being friendly and APPROACHABLE. You don’t 
need an appointment, call into our office or telephone. Visit our website 
for lots more information. 

 

HW Solicitors 
 
81 New Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2TW (opposite Primark). 
Telephone number: 01484 518 356 

 

Email: info@hwsolicitors.co.uk 
Website: www.hwsolicitors.co.uk 
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Notes from the Choir Vestry 

After the success of our inaugural Saturday recital series last year, the 
2020 season begins in February.  We are very lucky to have secured a 
wide range of recitalists, some from within the church, some from 
further afield. 
 
February and March see recitals from Lynda Robertson (flute) and 
Rebecca Parnaby-Rooke (horn), both musicians local to Huddersfield.  
In April, with a recital that falls on Holy Saturday, ladies from the 
Parish Church Choir will present a performance of Pergolesi’s setting 
of the Stabat Mater.  The text is a medieval poem reflecting on the 
Virgin Mary at the foot of the cross, and Pergolesi’s work is one of the 
most famous settings of this text – do join us for what should be a 
beautiful and atmospheric occasion. 
 
In April we also have an extra recital (Saturday 25th) when Stephen 
Power will be our guest.  Stephen studied music at Huddersfield 
University and is currently Organist and Director of Music at Brecon 
Cathedral.  In May we have a vocal recital by Jennifer Dowdell and 
Sylvia Sowray, two locally based singers, and then in June we have the 
debut recital of the Frescatore Chamber Choir – a new and exciting 
vocal ensemble from the Huddersfield area. 
 
In July we welcome Louise Alp, a doctoral student at the University of 

York, who is also building a successful freelance career as a vocalist 

having sung previously with Birmingham Cathedral choir.  August 

brings another vocal recital, this time from Janet Cowley, a local singer 

who will be accompanied by Gordon Balmforth. 

In September, Richard Quarmby, the HPC choral director will be at the 

organ, whilst October and November bring two very exciting recitals.  
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In October we welcome Meera Maharaj and James Girling, two recent 
graduates from the Royal Northern College of Music who will present a 
recital of music for flute and guitar.  Their repertoire is broad, with 
influences from South America as well as music from the western 
European traditions.  November brings a recital by Saul Knights.  Saul is 
a good friend of the church, having accompanied concerts here in the 
past, notably the performance of the Armed Man.  He is currently the 
Sidney Nicholson Organ Scholar at Manchester Cathedral, and in 
September will take up a place at the University of Cambridge, along 
with an organ scholarship, to read music.  We are thrilled that he has 
found the time in his increasingly busy schedule to play for us. 

James Girling and Meera Maharaj 
 
Our final recital of the year will be given by the Orion Chamber Choir.  
Directed by Bridget Budge, a renowned singer, teacher and vocal coach, 
this Halifax based chamber choir will present a programme of seasonal 
music for Advent and Christmas.  Admission to all Saturday morning 
recitals is free, and refreshments are available.  A retiring collection will 
be taken at each recital, with the proceeds shared amongst the 
recitalists and the work of the church music department. 
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The church choir will also be presenting two concerts this year – on 
Sunday 8th March (in place of the Choral Evensong service) there will 
be a performance of Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater.  Taking the same text 
as Pergolesi as his starting point, Jenkins has included a variety of texts 
from other sources, including some written especially for this work.  
Tickets for this concert will be £8.00 and will be available from the 
beginning of February. 
 
In May the choir will be presenting a programme of twentieth century 
British Choral Music, with works by Benjamin Britten, Gerald Finzi and 
Edward Elgar. Again tickets will be £8.00 and proceeds will go towards 
the work of the music department.  
 
We do hope that you are able to come and enjoy some (or indeed all!) 
of the recitals and concerts on offer over the next season, and support 
the work of our visiting artists, the choir and the church.  
 
Help with publicising the recitals and concerts to the wider community 
would be much appreciated – word of mouth goes a long way and 
many people will respond well to a personal invitation to come and 
listen to some good music.  There are also always flyers and posters 
available at the back of church – if you were able to take one, or a 
handful, to display in shops, libraries, offices around the area, or take 
flyers into other groups and societies that you are involved with to 
help spread the word that would be much appreciated.  
 
Finally, the dates of the events are also all on the Church and the 
Church Choir Facebook pages – if you wish you can share the events to 
your page to spread the word amongst your Facebook friends.  
 
We do look forward to welcoming you to our recitals this year, and 

hope that we can continue to grow our concert series into the future. 

Richard Quarmby, Choral Director 
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Highfield 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
 
 

WEST CROFT, TRINITY STREET, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 4DT 
 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS FOR OVER 150 YEARS 
 
 
 
 

 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
 

RESIDENTIAL FUNERAL HOME 
 

CATERING FACILITIES 
 
 

HUDDERSFIELD (01484) 428243 

FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS ARRANGED 
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St. PETER’S DIARY FOR 
FEBRUARY & MARCH 2020 

 

FEBRUARY 
 
Sat 1st 10:00am Coffee Morning Plus 
 
Sun 2nd 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (Candlemas) 
 
Wed 5th 12:35pm Holy Communion 
 
Sat 8th 11:30am Music Recital: Lynda Robertson (Flute) 
 
Sun 9th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Choral Evensong 
 
Wed 12th 12:35pm Holy Communion 
 
Sun 16th 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
 
Wed 19th 12:35pm Holy Communion 
  19:30pm PCC 
 
Sun 23rd 08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Evensong 
 
Tue 25th Shrove Tuesday 
 
Wed 26th Ash Wednesday 
  12:35pm Holy Communion 
  19:30pm Ashing Service 
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MARCH 
 
Sun 1st Lent 1 
  08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
 
Wed 4th 12:35pm Holy Communion 
 
Sat 7th 10:00am Coffee Morning Plus 
 
Sun 8th Lent 2 
  08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  15:00pm Choral Concert/Evensong 
 
Wed 11th 12:30pm Holy Communion 
   
Sat 14th 11:30am Music Recital: Rebecca Parnaby-Rooke (Horn) 
 
Sun 15th Lent 3 
  08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
 
Wed 18th 12:35pm Holy Communion 
  19:30pm PCC 
 
Sun 22nd Mothering Sunday - Lent 4 
  08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
  14:00pm Mothering Sunday Celebration 
 
Wed 25th 12:35pm Holy Communion 
 
Sun 29th Lent 5 
  08:00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
  10:00am Parish Communion (with Children’s Church) 
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Beware Of Hubris urges Bishop Nick 

The  Bishop of Leeds, the Rt Revd Nick 
Baines used his first House of Lords speech 
of 2020 to call for caring voices to be heard. 

Speaking in January as tensions increased 
in the Middle East, Bishop Nick said: 

“I hope that the Government, with some 
humility and deeper cultural thinking, 

might just listen to those who wish to see global justice and peace 
worked out in this complex world by people who are not driven by 
claims to power, but by the imperatives of mutual human flourishing.” 
 
“Daily reading of the Bible, which is in my job description, reinforces a 
sense of the transience of power in history. The Old Testament shows 
that quick and obvious defence alliances often led to terrible longer-
term enslavements. 

“Empires came and went, their hubris dribbling away into deserts of 
exiled misery, and powers and rulers never learned, even when they 
seduced their people into what turned out to be false securities.” 

Referring to the political and trading technicalities of Brexit, he urged 
decision makers to recognise the fact that the UK is part of an 
intensely integrated world: 

“On this hyperconnected, small planet, no policy on anything can 
ignore its implications for the wider picture. In other words, we need 
our Government to go beyond easy slogans such as “Get Brexit done”, 
or even “Global Britain”, and consider how actual policy is to be 
worked out with real people.” 

You can read Bishop Nick’s speech in full at https://bit.ly/37EtxGO  

https://bit.ly/37EtxGO
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Golcar Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 
51 Leymoor Road HD3 4SW Tel; 01484 644650 
 

For Funerals of Quality and Distinction 
Private Chapel of Rest  24 Hour service 365 Days 

 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans         
     ~ ~ 
Our memories build a special bridge 
When loved ones have to part, 
To help us feel were with them still, 
And soothe a grieving heart, 
They span the years and warm our lives, 
Preserving ties that bind,   
Our memories build a special bridge, 
And bring us peace of mind. 

Emily Mathews 
 

                                                                                            

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jennie Coxon Funeral Director Registered in England No. 07379355 
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Could you be a Locala Community Member? 

Locala is a not-for-profit social enterprise 
providing a variety of NHS community 
healthcare services to people in Kirklees, 
Calderdale and Bradford and you can help 
support their work. 
 
As a social enterprise, Locala is a colleague 
owned, membership organisation – so 
anyone living in Bradford, Calderdale or 

Kirklees can join as a community member. 
 
Having active and involved community members is vital for Locala as 
they help strengthen the organisation’s understanding of local 
communities’ needs and help ensure those needs are met.  
Becoming a Locala member is completely free and makes a big 
difference – community and colleague members help to make key 
decisions about the services Locala provide and how communities are 
supported. Locala also have a Members’ Council, including six elected 
community members’ who represent local communities at the highest 
level of the organisation working alongside Locala’s Board. 
 
Why become a community member?  
• Receive information about what Locala is doing and why it’s 

being done 
• Invitations to get involved in focus groups, engagement activity 

and the Reader’s Panel  
• Attend events to find out more about specific projects or services 
• Ask questions at the Locala Members’ Council meetings through 

the community member representatives. 
• Vote for projects to be supported through the Community Fund, 

Locala’s small grant awarding programme. 
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• Vote for Community Member Representatives to represent you 
on the Locala Members’ Council, or nominate yourself and be 
part of it! 

 

To find out more and to become a member, visit www.locala.org.uk/

get-involved or email membership@locala.org.uk 

Hollie Scargill, Locala Engagement Officer 

http://www.locala.org.uk/get-involved
http://www.locala.org.uk/get-involved
mailto:membership@locala.org.uk
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A Curate’s Eye View 

We are all familiar with Valentine’s Day being associated with romantic 
love.  Who was St Valentine? 
 
Well this is what I discovered according to Britannica.com: 
 

“St. Valentine, (died 3rd century, Rome; feast day February 14), 
name of one or two legendary Christian martyrs whose lives 
seem to be  historically based. Although the Roman Catholic 
Church continues to recognize St. Valentine as a saint of the 
church, he was removed from the General Roman Calendar in 
1969 because of the lack of reliable information about him. He 
is the patron saint of lovers,  epileptics, and beekeepers. 
By some accounts, St. Valentine was a Roman priest and 
physician who suffered martyrdom during the persecution of 
Christians by the emperor Claudius II Gothicus about 270. He 
was buried on the  Via Flaminia, and Pope Julius I reportedly 
built a basilica over his  grave. Other narratives identify him as 
the bishop of Terni, Italy, who was martyred, apparently also 
in Rome, and whose relics were later taken to Terni. It is 
possible these are different versions of the same original 
account and refer to only one person. According to legend, St. 
Valentine signed a letter “from your Valentine”  to his jailer’s 
daughter, whom he had befriended and healed from blindness. 
Another common legend states that he defied the emperor’s 
orders and secretly married couples to spare the husbands 
from war.” 

 

If you happen to be a loving beekeeper with epilepsy St Valentine is 

your saint. 

So on to Leap years. Well we know that leap years occur every 4 years, 
on even numbered years. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-Catholicism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/technology/basilica-architecture
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bishop-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/place/Terni-Italy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rome
https://www.britannica.com/topic/relic
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Hmm nothing is ever quite as simple as that when it comes to 
calendars. This time my information comes from Wikipedia, that online 
font of all knowledge: 
 

“In the Gregorian calendar, the standard calendar in most of 
the world, most years that are multiples of 4 are leap years. In 
each leap year, the  month of February has 29 days instead of 
28. Adding one extra day in the calendar every four years 
compensates for the fact that a period of 365 days is shorter 
than a tropical year by almost 6 hours. Some exceptions  
to this basic rule are required since the duration of a tropical 
year is slightly less than 365.25 days. The Gregorian 
reform modified the Julian calendar's scheme of leap years as 
follows: Every year that is exactly divisible by four is a leap 
year, except for years that are exactly divisible by 100, but 
these centurial years are leap years if they are exactly divisible 
by 400. For example, the years 1700, 1800, and 1900 are not 
leap years, but the years 1600 and 2000 are.”  
 

But don’t think that is as complicated as it gets, oh no. There are 
problems with all those days being added in, but I won’t go into all 
that. I will let you discover more for yourselves. If you would like to 
visit Wikipedia and search “Leap Year” you will discover all about how 
Leap years are calculated. 
 
Well there we are for February 2020. 
 
If you would like to know what amazing facts are around concerning 
March, then you can always visit that wonderful invention the World 
Wide Web. But be careful, because doing so can make the time fly. By 
looking up one item and cross referencing it can lead off in many 
directions, sometimes leaving us wondering how we get from one 
subject to another.  
 
Carol Hawkins, Curate 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_year
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_calendar
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Jokes and Puzzles 

Q: What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth? 
A: Absolutely ruthless! 
 
Q: Why did Noah have to discipline the chickens on the Ark? 
A: They were using fowl language! 
 
Q: Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible? 
A: Samson. He brought the house down! 
 
Q: Who was the fastest runner in the Bible? 
A: Adam. He was first in the Human Race! 
 
Q: How do angels greet each other? 
A: Halo! 

Q: I asked God, "Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh?" Who am I? 

A: __________________________________________________________ 

Q: I asked “What is truth?” Who am I? 

A: __________________________________________________________ 

Q: I asked “Can there be any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Who 
am I? 

A: __________________________________________________________ 

Q: I asked God not to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah if righteous men 
could be found there. Who am I? 

A: __________________________________________________________ 

The answers to the riddles from last issue were that Jesus said that when 
we stand praying we must first “forgive”, and the parable of the lost “sheep.” 
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New Arrivals 

We’ve had no shortage of new arrivals in recent weeks here at St. 
Peter’s. Many of you will now have had the opportunity to meet another 
of our youngest church family: 

Joey Anesu Michael Jabangwe - Joey was born on the 19th of October 
and is already bring ALL the cute to Huddersfield Parish Church! 
Welcome, Joey! 
 
Father in Heaven, bless this beautiful baby. May his heart be loving and 
giving. May his eyes take in the beauty all around him. May his ears hear 
what is good and true. May his mind be full of hope and forgiveness. 
May he come to know you as father and live within your kingdom. Amen. 
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Explore Churches 

The National Churches Trust has launched a new initiative called Explore 
Churches aimed at creating one place where visitors can be both inspired to 
develop a love of churches, and find all the practical information they need to 
plan a visit or just pop in when passing. 
 
The additional bit of good news? Huddersfield Parish Church has been 
recognised by Explore Churches as being a church worthy of exploration! 
 
St. Peter’s listing on the Explore Churches website notes the church’s 
“captivating architecture”, “spectacular stained glass”, “glorious furnishings” 
and “enchanting atmosphere.” 
 
The National Churches Trust say of Explore Churches: “Our vision for Explore 
Churches is for it to become the central hub for church tourism across the 
United Kingdom. It will be fully integrated with tourism, heritage and church 
sectors, and the source for information about open and accessible churches, 
chapels and meeting houses for visitors and local people.” 
 
Find out more  at: www.explorechurches.org 
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MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
 

Network Magazine 
is published every 2 months.  

 
It is also published on our 

website:  
 

www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org  

 
If you would like to advertise in 

it then contact: 
graeme.i.blackwell@gmail.com 

 
Or the parish office: 

T: 01484 427 964 
E: huddspc@btconnect.com 

 
Our price for 12 months of 

advertising (6 inserts)  
 

Full page   £45.00 
Half page   £30.00 
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Yorkshire Blinds & curtains has 

been supplying bespoke made to 

measure, quality products to 

local people just like you for 

about 20 years. We have 1000s 

of satisfied customers in 

Huddersfield. Our dedicated 

team are happy to help. 

 

Call us today to book a measure 

appointment with one of our 

team. 
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Diocesan training at St. Peter’s 
 
In the last issue of Network we introduced you to the Diocese of Leeds 
Learning Portal. In the coming weeks the Diocesan Stewardship & 
Income Generation team are running  several training events here at 
Huddersfield Parish Church. The details are below. Why not come along? 
 
Making A Plan for Fundraising in your Church 
This hands-on course aims to show you how to use your own historic 
parish income data to develop your own church fundraising action plan. 
Practical ideas that are tried and tested as well as new and innovative 
ways to raise income will be discussed. 
Date: 5th March Time: 1pm - 4pm 
 
Applying for Grants 
Thinking of applying for a grant for your church project and don't know 
where to start? Keep getting grant rejections? Then this session is for 
you! We will show you where to look to find your perfect funding partner 
and how to write a successful bid. 
Date: 5th March Time: 6pm - 9pm 
 
Digital Fundraising 
Do you want to know about digital fundraising and how it is transforming 
giving to charity? Are you baffled, bewildered and befuddled by all the 
digital fundraising choices for your church? Then this session is for you! 
Date: 9th March Time: 1pm - 4pm 
 
Fundraising for Major Projects 
Are you planning a big project and need to write a compelling case 
statement and do you need help structuring a fundraising strategy to get 
all the money together? Join us to find out how to write a case that 
makes people sit up and take notice and to plan for success in reaching 
your fundraising target. 
Date: 11th March  Time: 1pm - 4pm 
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Rock Mass 

Here at St. Peter’s we have a tradition of excellence in Anglican choral music. 
Our wonderful choir under Richard’s direction, combined with our strong 
relationship with the University and the bursaries that we offer, mean that 
music is an integral and valued part of our worship. 
 
Choral music isn’t the only way to lift worship, however, and just a little 
distance away in Mixenden, the Reverend Robb Sutherland and his team at the 
Church of the Holy Nativity are engaging the community in worship that is just a 
little…. LOUDER. 

As Robb describes it, “...Rock Mass celebrates using the ancient worship 
traditions of two thousand years of Christian history reimagined as a stadium 
rock concert.”  
 
I’ve been going to Rock Mass regularly for over a year now and, while incense 
may take the place of dry-ice, I can attest to its brilliance in the way that it 
creatively combines all the theatre of a rock n’ roll gig with all the essential 
elements of the best Anglo-Catholic liturgy in a family friendly way. Why not 
give it a try! 
 
Rock Mass takes place on the third Sunday of every month at 6pm at the 
Church of the Holy Nativity in Mixenden. Find out more at: 
www.holynativtity.co.uk/rock-mass 
 
Graeme Blackwell 
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As we enter into 2020 with hope for a fruitful year ahead, Sandra Chadwick has 

shared this poem by Minnie Louise Haskins. Written in 1908 and published 

privately in 1912, the poem caught the public’s attention when King George VI 

quoted it in his Christmas address in 1939. 

The book The Servant Queen and the King She Serves published for Queen 

Elizabeth II's 90th birthday, and with a Foreword by Queen Elizabeth, says that 

it was the young Elizabeth herself, aged 13, who handed the poem to her 

father. 

Titled ‘God Knows’ by the author, it has become known popularly as ‘The Gate 

of the Year.’ 

‘God Knows’ 

Minnie Louise Haskins (1875—1957) 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.  

So heart be still: 

What need our little life 

Our human life to know, 

If God hath comprehension? 

In all the dizzy strife 

Of things both high and low, 

God hideth His intention. 

God knows. His will 

Is best. The stretch of years 

Which wind ahead, so dim  

‘God Knows’ 
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To our imperfect vision, 
Are clear to God. Our fears 

Are premature; In Him, 
All time hath full provision. 

 
Then rest: until 

God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes, 

When, as the sweeter features 
Of Life’s stern face we hail, 

Fair beyond all surmise 
God’s thought around His creatures 

Our mind shall fill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minnie Louise Haskins pictured in later life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

King George VI preparing his Christmas address 
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On the 12th of January our dear friend the Revd Philip Williamson was 
licensed as Associate Priest of Christ Church, Denshaw in the Saddleworth 

Team Ministry. Philip was licensed by Mark Davies, the Bishop of Middleton. 


