
Institution of The Revd Rachel Firth as  

Vicar of Huddersfield 

 

The Bishop welcomes the people and introduces the service. 

My brothers and sisters, we have come to celebrate an 
important event in the life of the parish of St Peter’s 
Huddersfield as we institute Rachel to be your new 
priest. 
 

The Bishop continues with the Opening Prayer: 
 

Let us first pray for the whole Body of Christ, of which 
these congregations are a part, and for Rachel to be 
instituted and inducted to a new ministry here. 

 

All remain for a while in silent prayer, after which the Bishop 
says the Collect. 

God our Father, Lord of all the world,  
through your Son you have called us  
into the fellowship of your universal Church:  
hear our prayer for all your faithful people  
that in their vocation and ministry  
each may be an instrument of your love,  
and give to your servant Rachel  
the needful gifts of grace;  
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  

All: Amen. 
 

 
 

 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
 

First Reading 
Luke 1.46-55 - Mary’s Song of Praise  

 

And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’  

At the end the reader says: 

Hear the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Short Address 

by  

The Bishop of Huddersfield 
 

 



The Licensing 

Declaration of Assent 

The Bishop addresses Rachel: 

The Church of England is part of the one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church, worshipping the one true God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith 
uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in 
the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called 
upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the 
Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its 
historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, 
the Book of Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons. In the declaration you are about to 
make, will you affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of 
faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in 
bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation 
and making him known to those in your care? 

 
Rachel responds and says 

I, Rachel Naomi Firth, do so affirm, and accordingly 
declare my belief in the faith which is revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and 
to which the historic formularies of the Church of 
England bear witness; and in public prayer and 
administration of the sacraments I will use only the forms 
of service which are authorised or allowed by Canon. 

 

The Oath of Allegiance 

 

Rachel raises the Bible in her right hand and says: 

I, Rachel Naomi Firth, do swear that I will be faithful and 
bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 
Second, her heirs and successors according to law. So 
help me God. 



Oath of Canonical Obedience 

 

Rachel, with the Bible in her right hand continues: 

I, Rachel Naomi Firth, do swear by Almighty God that I 
will pay true and canonical obedience to the Bishop of 
Leeds and his successors, in all things lawful and honest. 
So help me God. 

 

The Bishop signs the Declaration and the Oaths and the Deed 
of Institution. 

 

The Institution 

The Bishop reads the Deed of Institution and then says: 

 

Rachel, receive this cure of souls, which is both yours 
and mine, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 
The Blessing of the New Minister 
 
 

Rachel, may the Lord look on you in mercy, 
stir into flame the gift that is in you, 
guide you and go with you, inspire you to know His will, 
and strengthen you to do it. 
May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you 
always.  

All: Amen. 

 


