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The Gathering 
 
Words of welcome are given and we are invited to join 
in the hymn. 

 

Hymn 

 

See words on screen. 

 

During this hymn ash is brought forward and placed 
on the altar. 

 

Forty days and forty nights 

Thou wast fasting in the wild; 

Forty days and forty nights 

Tempted, and yet undefiled. 

 

Sunbeams scorching all the day; 

Chilly dew-drops nightly shed; 

Prowling beasts about Thy way; 

Stones Thy pillow; earth Thy bed. 
 

Should not we Thy sorrow share 

And from worldly joys abstain, 

Fasting with unceasing prayer, 

Strong with Thee to suffer pain? 

Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 

Ever constant by Thy side; 

That with Thee we may appear 

At the eternal Eastertide. 
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The Greeting 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

And also with you 

 
 

Introduction 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, since early days 

Christians have observed with great devotion the 

time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and 

prepared for this by a season of penitence and 

fasting 
 

By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to 

heart the call to repentance and the assurance of 

forgiveness proclaimed in the Gospel, and so grow in 

faith and in devotion to our Lord. 
 

I invite you therefore, in the name of the Church, to 

the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 

and repentance; by prayer, fasting and self-denial; 

and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word. 

 

Holy God, 

holy and strong, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
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The Collect  
 

Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: 

rescue us from the chaos of sin 

and through the death of your Son 

bring us healing and make us whole 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 
First Reading 

2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 

making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake 

he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God. 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not 

to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, 

‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

   and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day 

of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s 

way, so that no fault may be found with our 

ministry, but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great 

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, 

sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, 

patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 

love, truthful speech, and the power of God;  
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with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand 

and for the left; in honour and dishonour, in ill 

repute and good repute. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet 

are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 

punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet 

always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

Hear the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 51.1-18 
 
The Psalm is led by the Deacon. The congregation join 
in the even verses as marked.  
 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

   according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

   blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

   and cleanse me from my sin. 
 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

   and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

   and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 

   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
 

6 You desire truth in the inward being; 

   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
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8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

   and blot out all my iniquities. 
 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 

   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

   and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

   O God of my salvation, and my tongue will   

 sing aloud of your deliverance. 
 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 

   and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 

   if I were to give a burnt-offering,  

 you would not be pleased. 
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 

despise. 
 

18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

   rebuild the walls of Jerusalem 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
 
We stand and turn to face the Gospel book. We sing as 
led by the priest: 
  

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory . 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory . 
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Jesus said,  

‘Repent for the Kingdom of God has come near.’ 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to John Glory to you, O Lord  
 

while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the 

morning he came again to the temple. All the people 

came to him and he sat down and began to teach 

them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 

woman who had been caught in adultery; and 

making her stand before all of them, they said to 

him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the very 

act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses 

commanded us to stone such women. Now what do 

you say?’ They said this to test him, so that they 

might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus 

bent down and wrote with his finger on the 

ground. When they kept on questioning him, he 

straightened up and said to them, ‘Let anyone 

among you who is without sin be the first to throw a 

stone at her.’ And once again he bent down and 

wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went 

away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and 

Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before 

him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, 

where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ She 

said, ‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I 

condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not 

sin again.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 

 
          

 The Liturgy of Penitence 

 
Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy 

of God. 

 

God the Father, have mercy on us. 

God the Son, have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. 

Trinity of love, have mercy on us. 
 

Most merciful God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and 

mind, and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others, as we have been 

forgiven.  

Lord, have mercy. 
 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ 

served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 

We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We confess to you, Lord … 
 

all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy and 

impatience of our lives. Lord, have mercy. 
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 

exploitation of other people. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of 

those more fortunate than ourselves. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts 

and our dishonesty in daily life and work. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Our negligence in prayer and worship 

and our failure to commend the faith that is in us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Accept our repentance, Lord … 
 

for the wrongs we have done, 

for our blindness to human need and suffering, 

and our indifference to injustice and cruelty. 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

For all false judgements, 

for uncharitable thoughts towards our neighbours 

and for our prejudice and contempt towards those 

who differ from us. 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

For our waste and pollution of your creation 

and our lack of concern for those who come after us. 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart 

from us. 

Favourably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

that we may show your glory in the world. 
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By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his 

resurrection. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our  

neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 
   

Dear friends in Christ, as we are unable to be 

together, I invite you now to mark your own 

forehead – or one another’s foreheads, with the sign 

of the cross – as I mark my own with the ashes of 

repentance now.  
 

We mark ourselves in the place were we were 

anointed with oil at our baptism – as a sign of the 

spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this 

season of Lent. 
 

We make the sign of the cross on our foreheads in 
silence. 
 

God our Father, you create us from the dust of 

the earth: grant that the cross we make on our 

foreheads tonight may be to us a sign of our 

penitence and a symbol of our mortality;         
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for it is by your grace alone that we receive 

eternal life in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen  
 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Offertory 
 

We are unable to pass a collection plate at present, 
but please make a donation to the church today if you 

can – donations can be sent electronically via our web 
page – please contact the office for support in making 
your donation. 
 

Hymn 

 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt; 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, of that free love 

the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above: 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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Prayer at the  
Preparation of the table 

 

Risen Lord and Saviour, 

present among us with the wealth of your love, 

cleanse us from sin and give us the faith 

to offer our praise and grow in your grace. Amen.  
 
Please stand. 

 

                                            The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here. His spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
 

The President praises God for his mighty acts. 
We join saying:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The President recalls the Last Supper. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

We say:  Christ has died, Christ is risen 

   Christ will come again 
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The prayer continues and at the end we all respond 
boldly 

Amen. 

 
We kneel of bow or heads and silence is kept. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus remember us in your kingdom  

and teach us to pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

Every time share in bread and wine 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 
We join saying:  
Jesus Lamb of God have mercy on us. 

Jesus bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  

Jesus redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
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The Sharing of Spiritual Communion 
 

As I receive these gifts on behalf of all God’s people 

gathered in worship near and far today we pray 

together: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  

for all you have given me,  

and for all the pains and insults  

you have borne for me.  

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  

may I know you more clearly,  

love you more dearly, and follow you more 

nearly,  day by day. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 

We say together 

Almighty God, we thank you that through this 

spiritual communion you have united us with  

your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer 

you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 

be all else but naught to me, save that thou art. 

be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.  

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 

be thou ever with me and I with thee Lord; 

thou my great Father and I thy true son; 

be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.  

 

Riches I heed not, nor world's empty praise, 

be thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

be thou and thou only the first in my heart, 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.  

 

High King of Heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun 

O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

  
 

The Sending Out 
 

Responsory 
 

This is love, not that we loved God, 

but that he loved us and sent his Son. 

He is the sacrifice for our sins, 

that we might live through him. 

If God loves us so much 

we ought to love one another. 

If we love one another God lives in us. 
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Blessing & Dismissal  
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow 

him; and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen 
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