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The Christmas 
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Welcome to St Peter’s 
 

St Peter’s church is part of the Inclusive Church movement 

and we welcome you today wherever you come from. We 

hope all who visit here will know that God and God’s 

people here welcome them.  If you are new to church and 

faith please do speak to one of the clergy team before you 

leave today about the opportunities to find out more. 
 

During the Service 
 

Please switch off mobile phones.  Everyone joins in with the 

service, following the words in this sheet and saying the 

words in bold type together. The places where we may wish 

to sit, stand or kneel during our worship are indicated in the 

sheet.   
 

All those who are baptised into the Christian church (any 

denomination) are welcome to receive communion here. If 

you prefer not to receive, please come forward anyway to 

be blessed today.  You will be directed to the front at the 

appropriate time by our wardens/stewards.  

 

We prepare for the service with quiet prayer. 

 

 



 3 

The Gathering 

 

The Processional Hymn 

 

We stand to sing as the ministers and choir process through the 

church. Hymn numbers are on the boards at the front of church 

and in the notice sheet. 

 

At the end of the hymn we remain standing.  

 

On Christmas Eve/Day the president says:  

Welcome all wonders in one sight! Eternity shut in a span. 

Summer in winter, day in night, heaven in earth and God in 

man. Great little one whose all-embracing birth 

Brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth. 

 

The Greeting 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

and also with you. 

 

We are welcomed to our Christmas worship. 

 

 



 4 

Blessing of the Crib 

 

On Christmas Eve / Day the crib is blessed.  

At the end of the prayer all say Amen 

 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

 

The prayers are led from the crib.  We kneel if able to pray. 

 

The Deacon: 

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness 

of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and 

confess our sins. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 

forgive our failure to receive him. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a 

manger: forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your 

call: Forgive the hardness of our hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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The President: 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to 

himself, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, and be cleansed from all your sins, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

We stand to sing the Gloria. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory be to God in heaven! 

Peace be over all the earth! 

Join the song of angels singing 

Celebrating Jesus’ birth. 
 

Gloria, hosanna in excelcis.  

Gloria, hosanna in excelcis. 

 

Glory be to God in heaven! 

May the warring earth be healed. 

Christ who takes our sin upon him 

God incarnate is revealed. 
 

Gloria, hosanna in excelcis. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelcis.  

Tune: IRIS 
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The Collect 

 

The prayer for today’s is read and we join in the Amen. 

 

We sit for our first reading. 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

 

First Reading 

 

At the end the reader says:  

Hear the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual Hymn 
 

We stand if able to sing and remain standing at the end of the 

hymn for the Gospel reading. 

 

We stand to hear the Gospel. 
 

Christ is born: Alleluia 

A Saviour has come: Alleluia 

The angels sing on earth: Alleluia.  

Glory to God in the highest. 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to N. 

We sing: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

We sing: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

We sit when invited for the sermon. 

 

 

The Sermon 

 

 

The Apostles Creed  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We kneel if able for the prayers.  

This or another response may be used. 

 

When the leader says: Holy God 

We respond: Hear our prayer 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

We stand. On Christmas Eve/Day we light the wreath and say: 
 

People of God: shout and sing! 

Tell the good news of peace on earth. 

Lord, bring us today into Christ’s peace. 

All God’s people shout: Amen! 
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Angels dance and the bright star shines. 

All creation bows to the Lord of all. 

Lord, bring us today into Christ’s light. 

All God’s people shout: Amen! 
 

One with us, yet born to save, 

he will show us the way to God. 

Lord bring us today into Christ’s love. 

All God’s people shout: Amen! 
 

People of God: shout and sing: Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 

 

On a Sunday in the Christmas season we share the Peace. 

 

The Peace  

 

The President: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

The Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

We share a sign of peace. 
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The Offertory Hymn 

 

During this hymn the table is prepared for our communion and 

our gifts are offered in grateful thanks for God’s goodness in our 

lives. Thank you for all you give.   

 

Please remain standing at the end of the hymn. 

 

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table 
 

 

The Deacon: Word made flesh, life of the world,  

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  

By your Spirit we share in your riches. Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The President sings: 

The Lord is here His spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise 
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The President praises God and all respond singing: 

Holy Lord, Blessed Lord, God of power, God of might 

Earth and heaven are full of your light 

Born this Glorious Christmas night 

Ho-san-na in the highest 

Ho-san-na in the height.  
 

 

Blessed Lord, Holy Lord, God of power, God of might 

Coming now to show the way 

Born this glorious Christmas day 

Ho-san-na in the highest 

Ho-san-na in the height.   

Tune: Silent Night 

 

The President recalls the Last Supper. 
 

The Deacon :  Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
 

The prayer continues and at the end we all respond boldly Amen. 

 

SILENCE is kept. We kneel to pray if able. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 

as our Saviour taught us so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the 

world. God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring 

us to light and life. 

 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God, Holy child, you take our sin away. 

Lamb of God, Holy Child, born to us on this day. 
 

Lamb of God, grant us peace, and fill us with your light 

Lamb of God, grant us peace born on this holy night.  

Tune: Born in the night 
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Giving of Communion 

 

The Deacon    

Let us pray now with those at home joining in this spiritual 

communion.  Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples,  

‘I am with you always’.  Be with us today, as we share this 

spiritual communion and wait for your coming in glory. 

Amen. 

 

The President 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven.  

Lord, give us this bread always. 

 

Please come forward as directed by our stewards to receive either 

the bread and wine or a blessing. If you would prefer to receive a 

blessing please cross your arms when you come to the front.  If 

you are vulnerable to infection or are ill it is normal to receive the 

bread only.  

 

During this time we pray quietly, join in with the communion 

hymn and listen to our singers as those around us also receive. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

The President says the Post Communion prayer to which we all 

respond: Amen. 
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God our father, whose Word has come among us  

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:  

may the light of faith illumine our hearts  

and shine in our words and deeds;  

though him who is Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Notices may be given here. 

 

Hymn 
 

We stand to sing our hymn. During the hymn the choir and clergy 

process to the West door. Please turn to face the back for our final 

prayers. 

 

 

The Blessing 

 

The President:  

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the Magi, 

the obedience of Joseph, the courage of Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child which brings justice for all 

be yours this Christmas;  and the blessing...  Amen 
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The Dismissal 

 

The Deacon: Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

 

 

 

 

For updates on what’s happening  

at St Peter’s see 

www.huddersfieldparishchurch.org  

or look for us on  

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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